Imprimatur :
: + Thomas,
Archiepiscopus Birmingamiensis
26a Maii. 1930.

 APOCALYPSE
* ST. JOHN

OSITIONS OF EACH CHAPTER

5 BY
ROBERT EATON

OF THE BIRMINGHAM Ongrogv

" «Wﬂvﬁefaceby

E. BIRD, D.D. Ph.D.

nd Professor of Sacred Scripture at
College, Birmingham.

T, COVENT GARDEN
- and Edinburgh
1930



PRINTED IN GUERNSEY, C.I., BRITISH ISLES,
BY THE STAR AND GAZETTE COMPANY LTD.

PREFACE

NDOUBTEDLY the most mysterious book
Uin the whole Bible is the Apocalypse of
St. John. Written, according to St. Jerome,
in the fourteenth year of the reign of Domitian,
that is, some sixty years after the Ascension of
Our Lord, its first purpose was to give courage
and assurance to the persecuted faithful of the
infant Church, confronted by the tremendous
forces of Paganism. But that was not its sole
purpose. It is written for the Church of every
age, to keep Christians in mind of that fierce and
ceaseless conflict between the Kingdom of God
and the Powers of Darkness, and to encourage
them by the certainty of the ultimate triumph
of the f}:)rmer. On the one side is the Church
of Christ built on a rock, on the other are the
Gates of Hell. The struggle goes on through-
out the ages. Often it seems that victory for
the Gates of Hell is imminent, but they shall
not prevail.”

. To read the accounts of this conflict portrayed
in the vivid imagery and symbolism of ‘the
Apocalypse, produces in the sou] feelings of
Intense awe. The mind is lifted from earth to
hqaven ; 1t is brought back to earth, and taken
midway to the sky ; it is lowered again to earth,
to beneath the earth, to the bottom-most pit,
then up again to earth or heaven, and so on, till
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time and space seem to count for nothing, and a
new earth and new heaven appear. Night is
gone, tears are wiped away, the great conflict
is at an end, and alone the Throne of God
stands out in brilliant majesty, holding our gaze
until we fall down in worship with the mighty
Seer who has heard and seen, and has drawn the
curtain aside, that every generation of Christians
may see and hear.

But before the end is reached, what a succes-
sion of vivid scenes, imagery and symbolism !
The seven Letters are as so many invitations to
the great drama about to be enacted. Then
the veil is lifted. Seven seals, seven trumpets,
seven signs, seven vials, seven stages of Babylon’s
ruin, seven visions—until the number symbolic
of completeness has unfolded the whole revela-
tion in seven septenaries ! And how varied and
animated the scenes | Horses white, red, black,
and pale, each with its rider a harbinger of woe !
The white robed martyrs under the altar of
God, the white robed host which no man could
number before the throne of God. The earth
set on fire, the sea turned into blood, locusts
like unto horses arrayed for battle, an avenging
host of cavalry to the number of two hundred
millions ! A Woman clothed with the sun who
gives birth to a male Child; the watching
dragon ; the battle in the sky, Michael and his
angels against the dragon and his angels!| A
beast from the sea, a beast from the earth, a
Lamb and His men-virgins, angels flying in mid-
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sky ;—and so on, with a might and a flow that
is terrific and sublime !

Naturally, a book so full of symbolical
representation has lent itself to a variety of
interpretations. An apocalypse is a prophecy,
and it is of the nature of prophecy to be vague.
Hence, although the main argument of the
book is quite clear—the great warfare between
good and evil, God and His saints on the one
side, Satan and his emissaries (whether on earth
or in the sky) on the other, Paganism versus
Christianity, Injustice against Justice, until the
eternal victory for the Kingdom of Heaven is
gained—yet the identification of the various
symbols is no easy matter. For the fight *“ is not
against flesh and blood, but against the princi-
palitiesand powers, against the rulers of the world
of this darkness, against the spirits of wickedness
In regions above ” (Ephes. vi, 12). Only by a
careful study of the language and imagery of the
great Hebrew prophets, notably Daniel, Ezechiel
and Isaias, of the figurative expressions used
elsewhere in the New Testament, and (to a
much lesser extent than is sometimes demanded
by reference to Jewish and early Christian
apocalyppc literature, can the interpreter of
St. John’s Apocalypse hope to find the keys to
fit the symbolism in its details. ;
Orgil;herh Robert Eaton of the Birmingham

Ty here presents to Catholic readers an
exposition of the Apocalypse which is based on
sure scholarship, is expressed with admirable
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simplicity, and which gives a clear insight into
the meaning of the prophecy. His intention
has not been to produce a critical commentary
useful only for the advanced student of Sacred
Scripture—though the latter, if he has not yet
studied the Apocalypse in detail, could not do

better than begin with Fr. Eaton’s commentary.

Instead, he has had in mind the intelligent
Catholic reader who is eager to know more about
the Sacred Writings, but who cannot afford
time for prolonged study. Like the Ethiopian
civil servant of Acts viii, 27, many of oyr
Catholic men and women find that the only
leisure for reading is at odd times, as when
travelling to and from business. There is no
reason why the Scriptures should not be read
at these times ; and Father Eaton, like another
St. Philip the Deacon, is ready to lend his
services to such as these, in order to show them
what the Scriptures mean. They will find him
a sure and safe interpreter. May his little
commentary obtain all the success it so well
deserves.

To-day, when the forces of Modernism and
Paganism are gathering together for a renewed,
and perhaps the final, assault on the Church of
God, the two parts of the Scriptures that
especially deserve serious meditation are the
Books of the Machabees at the end of the Old
Testament, and the Apocalypse of St. John at
the end of the New Testament. The former
describes Hellenistic Modernism which almost
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succeeded in wiping out the religion of Israel ;
the latter describes Paganism in its onslaughts
against the religion of Christ throughout the
ages. And in order to meet the next attack
from Paganism, we do well to have in our hands
a commentary on the Apocalypse.

T. E. Bird.

Oscott.
In Festo Sti. Thomae Aquin, 1930.




CHAPTER I

n of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him,
wn to his servants the things which must
to pass : and signified, sending by his angel to

n testimony to the word of God, and the
Christ, what things soever he hath seen.
that readeth and heareth the words of
keepeth those things which are written
s at hand.

the seven churches which are in Asia, Grace
| peace from him that is, and that was, and
and from the seven spirits which are before

Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the
dead, and the prince of the kings of
1 loved us, and washed us from our sins

made us a kingdom, and priests to God and
him be glory and empire for ever and ever.

with the clouds, and every eye shall
also that pierced him. And all the
shall bewall themselves because of him.

1d Omega, the beginning and the end,
God, who is, and who was, and who is to

brother and your partner in tribulation,

om, and patience in Christ Jesus, was in

[ called Patmos, for the word of God, and
1y of Jesus.
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10 I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,

11 Saying : What thou seest, write in a book, and send
to the seven churches which are in Asia, to Ephesus, and to
Smyrna, and to Pergamus, and to Thyatira, and to Sardis,
and to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.

12 And I turned to see the voice that spoke with me.
And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks :

13 And in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks,
one like to the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to
the feet, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.

14 And his head and his hairs were white, as white wool,
and as snow, and his eyes were as a flame of fire,

15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as in a burning
furnace. And his voice as the sound of many waters.

16 And he had in his right hand seven stars. And from
his mouth came out a sharp two edged sword : and his face
was as the sun shineth in his power.

17 And when I had seen him, I fell at his feet as dead.
And he laid his right hand upon me, saying : Fear not.
I am the First and the Last.

18 And alive, and was dead, and behold I am living for
ever and ever, and have the keys of death and of hell.

19 Write therefore the things which thou hast seen, and
which are, and which must be done hereafter.

20 The mystery of the seven stars, which thou sawest in
my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches. And the
seven candlesticks are the seven churches.

NO Book of Holy Scripture has been com-
mented upon more fully than the Apocalypse
of St. John, with which the Bible comes to an
end, yet no Book is probably so little known and
appreciated. It is the one Prophetical Book of
the New Testament, and for various reasons
people seem afraid of it, and declare they cannot
12
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understand it. In it the future of the Church of
Christ, the struggles both on her behalf and
against her, together with her final victory at the
end of the world, are vividly portrayed, so that
its chief aim may be said to be to give consolation
and strength to those who seek to fight the good
fight, and be true witnesses to ‘“ the Truth as it
is in Jesus ”’ (Ephes., iv, 21).

It is very certain that St. John, “ the disciple
whom Jesus loved,” is the author of this Book,
and we may safely assign A.p. 96 as the date of
its composition. It was to the lonely Island of
Pagmos,. in the Aegean Sea, off the west coast of
Asra Minor, that St. John, the only then sur-
viving Apostle, was banished in the terrible
persecution raised by the Emperor Domitian
against the Church. " He had been summoned
from Ephesus to Rome, and had there passed
unscathed through the cauldron of boiling oil at
the Latin Gate, the Feast of which s kept on
May 6. Sentence of banishment was then
Passed upon him, and he was sent to work in the
mines of Patmos, which, like all the penal
polomes of Rome, was an island most desolate
and l?are. And there in a kind of cave, known
to this day as The Saint’s Garden, Our Lord
Vvouchsafed to His Disciple the full and glorious
revelation contained in the Book of the Apoca-

€ncouragement at the beginnin
e : g of our stud —
w;)l!gssse;i 18 he that readeth and heareth ythe
of this prophecy, and keepeth those things
13
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which are written in it. For the time is at
hand ” (i, 3). These words remind us of a
truth which should ever be borne in mind as we
read the Apocalypse—viz.: that it is a very
history and portrait of the times in which we
live. ““ It reaches from end to end mightily ”—
that is, from the Crucifixion to the Last Judg-
ment. And “ just as it is scarcely possible for
each combatant in a war to form an opinion as
to the general course of it, or even of a single
battle, so is any complete comprehension of the
struggles of the Church denied as a rule to
individual Christians.” The Apocalypse does
but furnish us with a series of pictures, to develop
and impress upon us what Our Lord so clearly,
in His discourse to the Twelve at the Last
Supper, declared to be the future experience of
His Church in the world to its end. 'That
future is determined by God, and not by man ;
God is long-suffering, and ¢ waiteth for the
precious fruit of the earth, patiently bearing till
He receive the early and the latter rain”
(Jas., v, %) ; « through many tribulations are we
to pass into the Kingdom of God.” But the
cause of God shall triumph in the Kingdom of
the Just made perfect, for He is the alpha and
the omega, the beginning and the end ; and * to
him that thirsteth God will give of the fountain
of the water of life freely.”—* He that shall
overcome shall possess these things, and I will
be his God, and he shall be My son ™ (Apoc.,
xxi, 6, 7). “ The final issue of the conflict is

14
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never doubtful : God and His righteousness will
ultimately prevail through the advent of One of
the race of David, Who is both a Redeemer and
a Judge.” :
This is the main drift of the story of this
Book, these are the main features emphasised
by it. Much has been written about the
difficulties of its language, the obscurity which
at times arises from its symbolical form, and the
difficulties which surround its interpretation ;
but any discussion of these would here be out
of place. It is our aim to make the sacred text
as clear as possible as we proceed, and this may
involve some treatment of the points just
alluded to ; so let what has been said suffice as
introductory matter to our study.
| :I"M contents of the Apocalypse have been
divided in many ways. We will here adopt the
arrangement given in the ““ Westminster ” ver-
?Onfdlwdmg the Book into “ septenaries,”
., Into such parts as are indicated by the
fm?:llsb'er seven, to which its structure readily
ends itself. So we have a Prologue (ch. 1, 1-8)
‘mth its Preparatory Vision of Our Lord (ch. I,
9‘30),hand_ then the Letters to the Seven
3 nuul;;bes (Ze., to all the Churches, for seven is
. er (lilengtlng completion), which are in
vy John ” (so he begins rather abruptly in
e4],3 anlil o one can doubt to whom he refers
. b00 begins in the epistolary style of St
givms, hil;t;munhke St. Paul, the writer mere13;
me, without any expletives such as

=5
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‘““an Apostle of Jesus Christ,” etc.)— John to
the seven churches which are in Asia,” i.e., the
Roman Province called “ Asia,” with Ephesus
as its chief city, of which we read so much in the
Acts (ch. xix especially). We shall look in vain
through all Scripture for any more full and
superb portrait of Our Lord, in His Kingship,
His Majesty, His Divinity, than is furnished us
in verses 5-7. They should be committed to
memory by all. And yet another picture of
Our Lord is afforded us in verses 12-19. He is
clothed to the feet with the robe of His King-
ship, and wears the golden girdle of His love for
men. His head and hair are white, as white
wool and as snow, for He is the Ancient of Days,
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and last, who
is, and who was, and who is to come. His eyes
are as a flame of fire, for all things are naked
before Him, and He reads the hearts of all ; His
feet are like unto fine brass, as in a burning
furnace, for He will trample on His enemies,
and make them His footstool. His voice is as
the sound of many waters, and when ““ He sends
forth the sceptre of His power out of Sion,” in
His right hand (the hand of blessing and friend-
ship) are seven stars, seven perfect gifts, a very
wreath of perfection, while from His mouth
there issues a sharp two-edged sword, the sword
of His word, not one jot or one tittle of which
shall pass away, though Heaven and earth may
pass away. :

And to St. John, fallen at the feet of Our

16
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one dead, is given the order to * write
which shall be shown him ” ; and the

y One Who “ is the first and the
ve, and was dead, and behold He
r and ever, and has the keys of death
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CHAPTER 1II

THE EPISTLES TO EPHESUS, SMYRNA, AND
PERGAMUS

(1-17)

Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write : These
things saith he, who holdeth the seven stars in his right
hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candle-
sticks :

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience,
and how thou canst not bear them that are evil, and thou
hast tried them, who say they are apostles, and are not, and
hast found them liars :

3 And thou hast patience, and hast endured for my name,
and hast not fainted.

4 But I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast
left thy first charity.

5 Be mindful therefore from whence thou art fallen :
and do penance, and do the first works. Or else I come to
thee, and will move thy candlestick out of its place, except
thou do penance.

6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the
Nicolaites, which I also hate.

7 He, that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
to the churches : To him, that overcometh, I will give to
eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of my God.

8 And to the angel of the church of Smyrna write : These
things saith the First and the Last, who was dead, and is
alive :

9 I know thy tribulation and thy poverty, but thou art
rich : and thou art blasphemed by them that say they
are Jews and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.

10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer.
Behold, the devil will cast some of you into prison that you

18
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tried : and you shall have tribulation ten days. Be
1 until death : and I will give thee the crown of

that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
churches : He that shall overcome, shall not be
he second death.

d to the angel of the church of Pergamus write :
ings, saith he, that hath the sharp two edged sword:
)w where thou dwellest, where the seat of Satan
hou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my
ren in those days when Antipas was my faithful

0 was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.

I have against thee a few things : because thou
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who
to cast a stumbling block before the children of
at, and to commit fornication :

thou also them that hold the doctrine of the

g ‘manner do penance : if not, I will come to thee
1 will fight against them with the sword of my

that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
wrches : To.hm} that overcometh, I will give
manna, and will give him a white counter, and

» @ NeW name written, which no man knoweth,
t receiveth it,

0 the Angel (or Bishop) of the Church at
(ie., to the diocese of Ephesus, the
of Asia, as we should now say,) that
ﬁrst writes. The town owed its wealth
to its being the most frequented
nto the interior, and to the cult of
en goddess Diana, whose temple was
dee :f?osnders of the world. Itwas for long

Ladt. thn, and it was probably there

y died. Notice the consolation

49
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conveyed in the second verse of the letter (ii,2).
Our Lord is with us all days, even to the end,
and does not forget His own. He ““knows our
labour ” (and the Greek word for labour ”
here is a very strong one, and means “ labour
till you drop from sheer weariness and exhaus-
tion ”’). The presence of false apostles, of liars,
has been the special trial to those who have
“endured for His Name,” and “ have not
fainted.” It is the same to-day : the relaxing
atmosphere of religious indifference, which we
daily breathe, is apt to sap our strength, and cool
our fervour. And such had been the case at
Ephesus, as verse 4 tells us. Read verses 4 and
5 with great care. The warning is so stern, yet
so kind, so full of hope that “ penance ” (a change
of mind, as the word emphatically means), will
come, and restore all things.—At least in their
loss of fervour there has been ome virtue to
which they have clung—the virtue of holy
purity. Sharply, and as in a spirit of triumph,
is this saving fact here placed on record in
verse 6. “ But this thou hast”—it is thy
own—it has made thee the friend of thy Lord—
it has kept thee the child of Mary, His Mother—
for “ thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaites,
which I also hate ! ” (Of the Nicolaites more
will be said later on. They are named again
in verse 15). Thus with a word of praise
“ to him that overcometh ”’ (a phrase of frequent
occurrence) “ to him that fights the good fight,
and daily takes up his cross,” the first of these
20
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en Letters (of which we may say in passing
they are the very finest “ spiritual reading ”’
ould desire), draws to a close. Persever-
in grace is the chief lesson of this Epistle,
its concluding verse points to self-denial
e essential condition of being the friends
faithful servants of OQur Lord to the end.
e city of Smyrna, situated some thirty
miles from Ephesus, was one of the most
nous and beautiful cities of the ancient world.
situation was magnificent, making it a great
and centre of trade, while the surrounding
ountry was most fruitful and fair to behold.
Chough evangelised later than Ephesus, the
hurch had quite early found a footing there,
bly in the days of St. Paul, and when St.
addressed to it this Letter, it was ruled by
saintly Bishop, St. Polycarp, who had been
nted to the see by St. John himself, and
was martyred about the year Ap. 154.
g to the silting up of the River Cayster, the
of Asia Minor was diverted from Ephesus
O Smyrna, which is still one of the richest cities
Asia, with a population of about 2 50,000
itants, nearly half of whom belong to the
~Greek Church. The name Smyrna has
cal meaning. It is a Greek word, mean-
myrrh (one of the gifts of the Magi to Our
%), @ reddish aromatic gum, bitter to the
€, used for making incense, and for embalm-
the dead. The name is, therefore, emblem-
Al of patience and endurance under suffering
21
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and persecution, and the Epistle to Smynra is
an epistle to those who mourn, who suffer with
Our Lord, who are tried as gold in the furnace.
Hence Our Lord, in its opening verse, gives
Himself precisely the title which will convey the
greatest measure of comfort and encouragement
to His readers. He is “ the First and the Last *’
—true and to be trusted from beginning to end
—the One Who was dead, Who for our sakes
became obedient unto death, even the death of
the Cross, Who loved us and delivered Himself
for us, but rose from the tomb, with death no
longer having dominion over Him, with glory
and empire awaiting Him. And as it was with
the Master, so shall it be with the Disciples. He
can speak freely to us of our trials, for He has
tasted their bitterness. “1I know,” He says,
“thy tribulation and thy poverty ’—words of
tender pity and comfort, that came also in the
Letter to Ephesus—words of the Good Shep-
herd Who can say : ““ I know Mine, and Mine
know Me.” (Jn.,x,14). “ But thou art rich ”—
“rich towards God ” (Lk., xii, 21), rich for
Eternity, for  where thy treasure is, there is thy
heart also ” (Mt., vi, 20 ; cp. James, ii, 5-7).
And the Epistle proceeds in the same strain -
“You are blasphemed by them that say they
are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of
Satan.” Smyrna being an excellent place for
the making of money, the Jews were strong and
plentiful there, and were noted for their hatred
of the Christian name. In this passage they do
22
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represent all those who thwart us, who are
nd and make life bitter for us, who tqke a
orbid, sinful pleasure in lessening the brlght’-
ss of our days. How awful is Our Lord’s
iption of those who thus break the law of
| He calls them “the synagogue of
” yet, He continues, “ fear none of these
.’ “ Fear not them that can kill the body,
d then have no more that they can do : fear
those who can scandalise one of these My
ones.” (Mt., x, 28). As to these, they are
ildren of a hard face, and of an obstinate
i they area provoking house,” yet “fear none
hem,” though ‘‘ you be sent as sheep amid
es.” “ If they have called the Good Man of
House Beelzebub, how much more them of
usehold ? Be ready for stripes. Behold the
shall cast some of you into prison, that you
be tried, and you shall have tribulation ten
Ten days!| Not more! As we might
“for a week or so,” and then the end shall
and the reward! It is a curious and a
ing phrase, almost, if not quite, unique in
cripture. It means “a short time,” quite
€ and indeterminate, but at any rate, * the
rings of this life are not worthy to be com-
d to the glory that is to come.” (Cp. Our
's words : ““ a little while,” in St. John, xvi,
2 ; also cp. II Cor,, iv, 17; I Pet., i, 6-9 ;
I1). Wherefore, “ be faithful unto death,”
*0C you shall receive ““ the crown of life ” (for
Which phrase cp. James, i, 12), and “ shall not

23
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be hurt by the second death ”—a phrase peculiar
to the Apocalypse (cp. xx, 6, 14 ; xxi, 8), which
is really the same as the “ hell,” or gehenna,”
spoken of by Our Lord in Mt., v, 29; Mk., ix,
43-48 ; Lk., xii, 5.

Throughout the Epistle to Pergamus, we find
a tone of severity, which contrasts strongly with
the compassionate tone of the Epistle to Smyrna.
Pergamus was situated in Mysia, in Asia Minor,
and was noted for its beauty, its public buildings
and library, and for the number of its heathen
temples. It was the residence of the Roman
Governor, and a very centre of hatred of the
Christian name, and of all the abominations and
impurity connected with the pagan worship of
false gods. 'We may easily imagine how difficult
was the life of those who were followers of Our
Lord, not only because from time to time at
least they must face persecution and even death
itself for the Faith, but also because of the
degenerate and immoral atmosphere they had
to breathe, making the pursuit of holiness and
the maintenance of purity the more difficult,
Yet in spite of this, an Epistle in quite severe
tones is addressed to them—* To the Church of
Pergamus, write : These things saith He that
hath the sharp two-edged sword.” So it opens,
without one word of excuse for the difficulty of
their position.  The severity which thus arrests
our attention, serves also to emphasise the
importance of the lessons to be learnt. I
know where thou dwellest, where the seat of

24
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is.” Such is a picture of the city ! Poor
flock, their pastures lie where the seat of
is, and the Shepherd knows it well. So
re is sweetness and compassion in the
r, and it continues a moment in the same
n. “ And thou holdest fast my name, and
ot denied my faith.” In the midst of all
Casar-worship of Pergamus, in the midst
and infidelity, “ they had held fast to the
e which is above every name,” they had
ed their knee to none save to the adorable
- of Jesus; they had not denied their faith,
had confessed Christ and Him crucified,
men.” Nay more, as the Epistle goes on
one of their number had shed his blood
he faith : ““ Antipas, my faithful witness, was
‘among you, where Satan dwelleth.” We
nothing more of this blessed martyr, but
‘ where Satan dwelleth,” he had “ counted
as dross, that he might gain and suffer
-t.,’
far, so good ; but there is fault to be found.
e a few things against thee.” We need
Nno emphasis on the use of the plural
It is the phrase we have heard before
* flave something against thee ”—something
» Something inexcusable, something to be
» and quickly changed. What is it ?
Ou hast there in thy midst them that hold
rine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast
tumbling-block before the children of Israel,
% €at (things sacrified to idols) and to commit
25
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fornication. 'Thou hast also them that hold the
doctrine of the Nicolaites.” This passage re-
quires some explanation. It refers to a well-
known event in the history of God’s chosen
people, recorded in the Book of Numbers,
xxxi, where the false prophet Balaam, untrue to
his lights and sacred calling, taught Balak, the
King of the Moabites and the enemy of the
Israelites, to beguile them into the double sin of
idolatry and fornication. And these Nicolaites
(the origin of whom is somewhat obscure) disre-
garded (amongst other things) the restrictions
imposed on the Gentile Churches by the Council
of Jerusalem with regard to “ things strangled
and the pollutions of idols ” (Acts, xv, 29).
Thus much by way of explanation. What,
then, was the sin of those who belonged to
the Church of Pergamus ?  What has Our Lord
against them ? First, their wrong attitude
towards false believers and unsound morals is
severely reprehended. They had the faith,
and were proud of it ; but they had not realised
and embraced the high standard of purity and
holiness of life which the possession and profes-
sion of that faith involve. They had not,
indeed, worshipped false gods or idols : but
they had clung to the feasts and revelries con-
nected with the pagan feasts and idol-worship.
Their purity has been tampered with : they are
no longer clean of heart, but sharers in * deeds
of darkness which must not be named.” They
act as though faith and right morals had no
26
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nection, adding sin to sin of a kind that,
cker and more fatally than any other,
tes the soul from God. They are allow-
the flesh to crush the spirit, forgetting the
er fruits of the flesh which are, as St. Paul
“ fornication, uncleanness, immodesty,
, and such like ; of the which I foretell
, as I have foretold to you, that they who do
things shall not obtain the kingdom of
” (Gal, v). But “they that are Christ’s
fy their flesh with the vices and con-
S This the Christians of Pergamus
ed to have forgotten; do Christians of
ay forget it also ? “ Oh, how beautiful is
ste generation with glory : the memory
f is immortal, because it is known both
God and with men.” t(Cp. I Pet,, ii, 11,
Is there not reason to fear that the laxity
ound in Pergamus of old, is to be found in
midst to-day, and is daily gaining ground ?
ive in unlovely times, for they are so impure,
the children of the Church are not innocent
€se matters. 'There is a laxity about read-
about speaking, about places of amusement,
Increases by leaps and bounds ; propriety
onger rules, as she did a few years ago’;
are winked at now that a few years ago
d never have been tolerated ; our standard
dragged down, and a bare respectability
ed as queen, instead of the purity
at befits the children of Mary Immaculate.
~ I have something against thee,” for thou
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allowest “a stumbling-block before my child-
ren,” Our Lord may well say to His friends
to-day. “ Do penance ” (as the Epistle goes on
to say) ; “ for if not, I will come to thee quickly,
and will fight against thee with the sword of my
mouth. He that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith to the Churches.”—*“ To him
that overcometh ’ (to pass on to the touching
words with which the Epistle ends), “ to him
that overcometh (himself) ”—who ‘checks his
passions, who avoids dangerous occasions, who
prizes his purity, who ever keeps rigidly on the
safe side in all matters pertaining thereto,— to
him I will give the hidden manna, and I will give
him a white stone.” The hidden manna is
immortality, life everlasting, the fulness of peace,
the vision of God—rightly called *“ hidden ”’
now, for it is a food of whose sweetness we can
form no conception. ‘“ We are now the sons of
God, but it has not yet appeared what we shall
be, but we shall see Him as He is ”’ (I Jn., iii, 2).
“ Eye has not seen, nor hath ear heard, neither
hath it entered into the heart of man, what
things God has prepared for those who love
Him,” for those who * overcome »’ themselves.
(Is. Lxiv.4). We are also to receive a * white
stone.” At the trials of old, a white pebble
dropped into the urn denoted acquittal, while a
black one denoted condemnation. The colour
white is always connected with joy and victory,
and its use in the Apocalypse in this way is very
marked. Hence they spoke of old of “ white
28
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5,”” as days of joy and good fortune. Such a
jite day s in store for us, if we *“ overcome
es, a day of welcome, when the * white
of acquittal will be given to us, with the
 Come thou blessed of My Father : see
for evermore, for thou art clean of heart.”
‘on the stone a new name written,” the
of Christ. No one knows that name, but
who receive it : no one receives it, but
e who are it. “It is a knowing that is
cal with being.” They are Christ’s : they
the Lamb whithersoever He goeth :
has been formed in them : they loved
s of heart and for the grace of their lips
ve the King for their friend : they are
sed from among men, the first-fruits to
and to the Lamb : in their mouth was
0 lie : for they are without spot before
one of God. (Apoc. xiv.) j

THE EPISTLE TO THYATIRA
(18-29)

to the angel of the church of Thyatira write :
gs saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like
of fire, and his feet like to fine brass. '

know thy works, and thy faith, and thy charity, and
try, and thy patience, and thy last works which are

the former.

ut I have against thee a few things : because thou
t the woman Jezabel, who calleth herself a prophetess
» and to seduce my servants, to commit fornication,
€at of things sacrificed to idols.

4



The Apocalypse of St. Fohn

21 And I gave her a time that she might do penance, and
she will not repent of her fornication.

22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed : and they that
commit adultery with her shall be in very great tribulation,
except they do penance from their deeds.

23 And I will kill her children with death, and all the
churches shall know that I am he that searcheth the reins
and hearts, and I will give to every one of you according to
your works. But to you I say,

24 And to the rest who are at Thyatira : Whosoever have
not this doctrine, and who have not known the depths of

Satan, as they say, I will not put upon you any other
burthen,

25 Yet that, which you have, hold fast till I come.,

26 And he that shall overcome, and keep my works unto
the end, I will give him power over the nations.

27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron, and as the
vessel of a potter they shall be broken,

28 As I also have received of my Father : and I will give
him the morning star.

29 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
to the churches.

THE Epistle to Thyatira is the longest and
the most obscure” of the Epistles to the
Seven Churches, and, like the Epistle to Per-
gamus, it is decidedly severe in its tone. Thya-
tira was a town of some commercial importance,
a centre of communication, and a garrison town,
but not noted for any beauty of building or of
situation. Indeed, it stood on an open high
road, and ‘““the whole impression which its
situation gives is one of weakness, subjection,
and  dependence.” 'This very  weakness
demanded a strong guard to be maintained
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ere—and such in fact was the case. It is well
‘bear these facts in mind, for they curiously
inciate and emphasise the main lesson we are
gather—a lesson of being strong when all
d is weak—a lesson of trust in Our Lord’s
te victory, though appearances are always
t Him—a lesson of confidence in the arms
ur disposal for the vanquishing of tempta-
The world seems to conquer and to hold
but its victories are shorn of reality. The
h holds her own ; she lives and conquers ;
the children of the Church bring about her
oty by subjection to the yoke of Christ, by
ring with their Lord, by bearing their daily
S, by the testimony they offer to the truth
ir cause, by their loyalty, their spirit of
e, their strong faith, their unshaken trust.
hese things ”—so it opens—* these things
the Son of God (the only place in the
calypse where Our Lord is so called), who
eyes as a flame of fire, and his feet like unto
brass ”—a description of Our Lord that
of His all-searching gaze, that nothing is
en from Him, and that in His march He
ds down His enemies, and makes them His
Stool, if they will not be His friends. i
thy works, and thy faith, and thy charity,
ministry, and thy patience—and thy last
S which are more than the former.” No
4s of greater praise could be given to any
10us body. As a rule, the last works are
5S than the former : the tendency is for the
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last state to become worse than the first, as St.
Peter tells us (II Pet., ii, 20), but here, there is
growth, and life, and an increase of fervour,
“But (in spite of this) I have a few things
against thee, because thou permittest (note that
word, for it suggests the whole nature of the
change) the woman Jezabel who calleth herself a
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servant to
commit fornication, and to eat of things offered
to idols. And I gave her time to do penance,
but she will not repent of her fornication.
Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and they that
commit adultery with her shall be in very great
tribulation, unless they do penance from their
deeds. I will kill her children with death, and
all the churches shall know that I am he who
searcheth the reins and hearts, and I will give to
everyone of you according to their works.”
Volumes have been written upon these sentences
yet no certain conclusions have been reached as
to who this Jezabel was that was working havoc
in the Christian community at Thyatira. “ For-
nication ”’ here need not bear its ordinary,
terrible sense ; it may be taken of a perversion
from the truth; but clearly some powerful
influence for evil was carrying on its destructive
work at Thyatira, and that influence for evil was
winked at, and tolerated. No protest was made :
the followers of the evil persuasion were
welcomed in society : the danger of their
sophistries was not appreciated : the duty of
Christian aversion was forgotten, and, because
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was slow to punish, it was thought that
was done and taught amiss, did not
r, whereas all the time *“ He Who searcheth
se reins and hearts,” He ¢ Who hath eyes as a
e of fire and Whose feet are like unto fine
s,” was noting all, was angry at the enemy
thus was allowed “ while men were asleep
ersow cockle among His wheat.” Thus
ly is the situation described, and the
r pointed out. :
he Epistle then turns to those who thus far
st are faithful to light, and duty, but who
7 be wavering and apt soon to yield, pointing
to them their work, and its power for good,
ts ultimate reward. “ But I say to you,
rest who are at Thyatira : whosoever have
is doctrine, and who have not known the
s of Satan, as they say, I will not put upon
ny other weight ; but that which you have,
1 fast until I come.”—Note carefully that
€, “ the depths of Satan.” Who can tell
t they are, who can measure the depths of
deceit, the depths to which he can degrade
s ! TItis for us to “ hold fast ”’ our faith, our
ents, our lights, our fellowship with Our
d, our duties in His regard—* until He
S.” The odds may seem against us, the
t too one-sided and severe, but we are on the
of victory, and can “ do all things in Him
strengtheneth us.”  ‘‘ Believest thou
It is for us to embrace and welcome
I apostolate and mission to the world, and by
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prayer, by purity of life, by charity, by patience,
by example, “to go about doing good,” sur-
rounded indeed and harassed by foes, but ever
cautious, prudent, ever bold and firm, ever
victorious, consistent and true, * holding fast
that which you have, until Our Lord come.”
* And he that shall overcome and keep the works
(of Christ) to the end, to him I will give power
over the nations : and he shall rule them with a
rod of iron, and as the vessel of a potter, they
shall be broken, yes, even as I received from my
Father.” Here we find, as has well been said,
“ the promise which historically fulfils itself in
the Church’s influence upon the world. No
other Society can be compared with her as a
factor in the shaping of national character and
life : and the individual disciple, in proportion
as he is loyal, bears his share in the subjugation
of the world to Our Lord.” Our mission is to
leaven society, to be the salt and light of the
world, even as was that of Our Lord Himself.
“ Even as He received from the Father,” even as
“‘ He came to do the will of Him that sent Him,”
even as He came in lowliness and yet with
power, “as having nothing and yet possessing
all things,” in love and yet with strength, so do
we. And if we be true to our gifts, diligent in
their use, bold in our prayers, generous in our
work, patient in our suffering, loyal in our faith,
“ we shall have power over the nations.” * We
shall rule them with a rod of iron,” and * as the
vessel of a potter, we shall break “in pieces
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e who are “the enemies of the Cross of
st.” And what shall be our reward ? "The
le tells it to us in its concluding verse : “ I

I give him the morning star. He that hath
n ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the
yurches.” What is the meaning of this
ise : ““ I will give Him the morning star » ?
ous interpretations have been given.—The
ing star is Our Lord, Who when the long
of this world is past, shows the light of the
al day to those who have loved Him to the
So St. Bede ; and indeed, as has well been
“ the whole promise points to the second
g of Our Lord, and yet does not exclude
etastes, which are given to the faithful
growing illumination of the mind, and
asional flashings upon it of the yet distant
of the “ perfect day ”’ (Prov., iv, 18). But
hance the interpretation favoured by Cor-
a Lapide may be preferred to this. He
“All the Seven Epistles end with a
e of this kind, but the figure under which
Jromise is given varies according to the
needs of the particular place to which
Epistle is addressed. So in one it is a
), in another a star, in another a seat on a
ne. In the case of Thyatira it is a star, for
are guides, and Thyatira needed prudence,
iding virtue, above all.” Here, then, in
€ word, is our lesson : prudence sustained by
“St, ever looking to the end, ever preparing for
‘€ end, knowing in Whom we have believed,
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and having confidence in Him, for He has
overcome the world. We are sent as sheep
amidst wolves ; let us, then, be wise as serpents,
simple as doves, not throwing our pearls before
swine, not giving that which is holy to dogs, but

being wise in good, simple in evil ” (Rom.,
xvi, 19).

CHAPTER III

5

EPISTLES TO SARDIS AND PHILADELPHIA

(1-13)

e angel of the church of Sardis, write : These
he, that hath the seven spirits of God, and the
: I know thy works, that thou hast the name of
live : and thou art dead.

- watchful and strengthen the things that remain,
ready to die. For I find not thy works full before

n mind therefore in what manner thou hast

and heard : and observe, and do penance. If then

t not watch, I will come to thee as a thief, and thou

know at what hour I will come to thee.

thou hast a few names in Sardis, which have not

eir garments : and they shall walk with me in white,
ey are worthy.

t shall overcome, shall thus be clothed in white

, and I will not blot out his name out of the book

t€, and I will confess his name before my Father, and

r angels.

that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith

urches.

d to the angel of the church of Philadelphia, write :
gs saith the Holy One and the true one, he that

e key of David ; he that openeth, and no man

A ; shutteth, and no man openeth :

now thy works. Behold, I have given before thee a

ened, which no man can shut : because thou hast a

Strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied

ne,
hold, T will bring of the synagogue of Satan, who
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say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie. Behold, I will
make them to come and adore before thy feet. And they
shall know that I have loved thee.

10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I
will also keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall

come upon the whole world to try them that dwell upon the
earth.

11 Behold, I come quickly : hold fast that which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown.

12 He that shall overcome, I will make him a pillar in the
temple of my God ; and he shall go out no more ; and T will
write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the
city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which cometh down
out of heaven from my God, and my new name.

13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith to the churches.

THE city of Sardis was one of the great
cities of primitive history, but is now only a
small, insignificant village. " Its situation on the
great Roman Road, marked it out as a ruling
city, and was such as to make it almost impreg-
nable ; yet, through want of vigilance on the
part of its inhabitants, who were both slack and
over-confident, with a name for luxury and loose-
living, Sardis had fallen more than once, and
may truly be named the city of failure. As in
the case of Thyatira, its natural situation and
history suggest at least, if they do not proclaim
and enforce, the main lessons of the Epistle
addressed to it—the lesson of watchfulness and
vigour in God’s service. Alone among all
the Churches, it receives no word of praise at all.
This Epistle is the only one that does not open
with some words of encouragement and comfort.
38
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mention is made, as in the other Epistles, of
’?ﬁﬁen to be borne, of any conflict with
jies, either within or.W1thout : all seems to
‘been at peace, but it was a peace that led
difference, and an indifference that led to
h; and of Sardis the awful words are true
t it “ had the name of being alive and yet was
» in the eyes of God, which “ behold all
earth ”!| The city was not apparently
ng in outward manifestations of spiritual
d activity, yet in the eyes of Him Whose
e as a flaming fire, it was dead. Like the
 fig tree, it had no fruit, but only leaves,
from it we may learn the possibilities and
ity of self-deception, our need of careful
amination, and the benefits of open con-
on. 'This verse, so stunning in its eﬂe?:c, is
nce followed by words of awakening : “ Be
chful, and strengthen the things that remain
ch are ready to die, for I find not thy works
fore my God "—a perfect compendium of
1al direction. Watch and pray, lest ye
into temptation : realise your own weak-
and the presence of danger on all s1des,; at
hour : remember “ to keep thy heart,” to
its affections “ with all watchfulness
s 1v, 23), “ and strengthen ,'Ehe things that
ain, which are ready to die.” Purify your
es, redirect your intention, be converted
to God, embrace once more your work,
Ur position in life, your rule of life ; gathe’l;
' the fragments that remain, lest they be lost,
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and see for the future that your works are ful]
before God.” It is these last words that contain
the main lesson of this Epistle. The word
“full ” does not mean perfect,” but rather
“ finished,” neatly turned out of hand, done with
care and devotion, to the very best of our ability,
Such works are “ full ”’ before God, and accept-
able to Him. But prayers said without thought,
sacraments received without preparation, with-
out thanksgiving, duties done with impatience,
works carried through because they Aave to be
carried through, but all the while in discontent,
without love, without Joy, such works are not
“full.” Quickly do they generate a spirit of
sloth and indifference,  which makes them
“ready to die,” and makes ijt true of us, that
though we have the name of being alive, we are
full of death. And at once the Epistle, in verse
3, supplies a motive for this process of spiritual
renovation. ‘“ Have in mind, therefore, in
what manner thou hast received and heard, and
observe, and do penance.” Beautiful reminder,
indeed, of God’s generous goodness to us !
“The Gospel has not been to us in word only,
but in power also, and in the Holy Ghost, and in
much fulness : we were converted to God from
idols, to serve the living and true God, and to
wait for His Son from heaven (whom He raised
from the dead), Jesus, who hath delivered us
from the wrath to come {1 Thess., i, 5~ 1).
God gave us the faith, and we received it with
Joy : there was a time when we would have
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out our own eyes ~’ (Gal., iv, 15), for
rtlffl?: are we Whatyonce we were, or has
rity bred contempt? Have we fallen
our first fervour ?—But, ““ if we VXIH ng’;
h ”” (as the Epistle goes on to say), “ I wil
e to thee as a thief, and thou’ §halt not know
hat hour I will come to thee.” There wash a
in vogue before Our Lord came, to the
that the gods had feet of wool (dii laneos:
nt pedes), so stealthy was their approach :
Our Lord has enlarged upon the _idea.
your loins be girt, let lamps be burning in
ands, and you yourselves like to men who
r their lord, when he shall return from the
g : that when he cometh and knocketh,
may open to him immediately. Blessed
ose servants whom the Lord, when He
h, shall find watching. Wherefore, be
ady, because at what hour you know not,
Son of Man will come—at the evening or at
ight, or at the cock-crowing, or in the
ng, lest coming on a sudden, He find you
i '
‘But now the Epistle breaks off into a new and
re joyful pstrain. “ Thou h’:ils'g a few
es,” 1t says (and by ‘ names” is meant
ersons ) ““in Sardis which have not defiled
leir garments, and they shall walk with me 1ri
hite, because they are worthy. He that shal
’€rcome, shall thus be clothed in white gar-
ents, and I will not blot out his name out of the
k of life, and I will confess his name before
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my Father, and before his Angels. He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to
the churches ”—a joyous conclusion to an
epistle most solemn in its general tone. The
whole letter, indeed, is woven together of words
and ideas uttered by Our Lord many times in
the days when He sojourned on earth, and now
repeated by Him, as it were, from heaven, to set
His seal for their truth and importance. Curi-
ously enough the words thus woven together by
St. John come entirely in the three synoptic
Gospels, and none of them in his own. The
blessing on  the few names in Sardis which have
not defiled their garments ” reminds us of the
interview between Almighty God and His
servant Abraham, recorded in Genesis, xviii,
where Abraham pleads for the city of Sodom,
that God would spare it, if there be fifty just
men found in it, nay, if there be “ five less than
fifty ”; nay, if there be forty ; nay, if there be
thirty ; nay, if there be twenty ; nay, if there be
even ten !

The Epistle to Philadelphia opens with a
great picture of Our Lord, as being of the House
of David, and as “ holding the keys of death and
hell ” (Apoc., i, 18). In Apoc., v, 5, He is
again described as ““the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David ” and in xxii, 16, as
“ the Root and stock of David.” (Cp. Lk., i,
32, 33; Is., xxii, 22). And the figure of the
Keys leads naturally to that of the Opened Door,
with which we become familiar in the Acts.
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Vi v, 26; I Cor.; xvi, g; TI Cor,i
q VA'f‘ilsé iity of Philadelphia was remarkable
the beauty of its situation, and be_lng on the
ers of Mysia, Lydia, and Phrygia, and (})ln
threshold of the whole Eastern country, tf e
ch there had peculiar opportunities for
ding the Gospel. It lay at the extremity
long valley, which opens back from the sci:l,
the road along this valley ascends to the
gian land and the Great Central Plateau, the
mass of Asia Minor. This road led to the
in general, and was the great Asiatic trade-
e of medizval times. Philadelphia was thusl
keeper of the gateway to the great Centra:1
eau.—(Ramsay). But it was often 31}11
rely visited by terrible and devastating earth-
zes, so that its inhabitants lived in constant
of dread, and the city never grew to any
t size. Yet while other cities, far more
ndid, far more powerful and' important, have
ppeared, Philadelphia remains to .thls day, a
ionary city, with its resident bishop, five
ches, and about a thousand Christian
ts. As Gibbon has said ina passage of
loquence : ““ In the loss of Ephesus, the
stians deplored the fall of the first Angel,
extinction of the first candlestick ; the
tion is complete; and the temple of
and the Church of Our Lady will equally
e the search of the curious traveller. The
s and three stately theatres of Laodicea are
7 peopled with wolves and foxes ; Sardis is
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reduced to a miserable village ; the god of

Mahomet is invoked in the mosques of Thyatira

and Pergamus, and the populousness of Smyrna
is supported by the foreign trade of the Franks
and Armenians, Philadelphia alone has been
saved by prophecy or courage. At a distance
from the sea, forgotten by the emperors, encom-
passed on all sides by the Turks, her valiant
citizens defended their religion and freedom
about four score years, and at length capitulated
with the proudest of the Ottomans. Among the
Greek colonies and Churches of Asia, Phila-
delphia is still erect—a column in a scene of
ruins, a pleasing example that the paths of
honour and safety may sometimes be the same.”
(Decline and Fall, ch. 64).—** I know thy works,”
so the Letter opens, but no description of these
*“ works ” follows, for the * know ”’ of Our Lord
here is one of unqualified approval, and in this
Letter, unlike so many of the others, there is no
word of censure, and hardly one of warning.
“Behold, I have given before thee a door
opened "—and fully had they availed themselves
of this great grace. To be fishers of men, to
draw souls to Christ, had been the main work of
the Church at Philadelphia, and its fruits are
strongly set forth in the next verse, Behold, I
will bring of the synagogue of Satan who say
they are Jews, and are not, but do lie : behold, I
will make them to come, and adore before thy
feet, and they shall know that I have loved
thee.” Could any words set forth more glori-
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: of winning souls to the cause of
,t%e v'{‘fgr are outsige now, hostile, bitter
d, stiff-necked, and contemptuous : they
the synagogue of Satan, and deride the
of Christ, and despise the Church, His
se; but wait; there is that open door,
) no man can shut ; and through its ample
light and truth are ever winging their
‘reaching those that are not of the fold.
-stand at the door and knock, their locks
he dew of grace and good-will, and they
he day. The synagogue of Satan is
ned, and those who were there come and
before the feet *’ of those who themselves
- in the places where the wounded feet of
have trodden. Thus pointedly is the
f the Church of Philadelphia described.
t of the letter is but a blessing to them all
fight for the right, an encouragement to
re, a description of the reward to those
1d fast, and are faithful to the end (verses
And it is there that our lesson lies. Each
€ of us, like the Church at Philadelphia, is
d nobly and on the high road to many
ries—to many countries in the East, where
0 of justice, the Orient from on.ngh, is
n His warmth and beauty, to shine upon
ighten many who now “sit in darkness
the shadow of death.” And along this
are many, ever coming and going, looking
or an alms, though we dwell in a land
d by earthquakes and tremblings. And for
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each one of us, by Him who shutteth and no
man openeth, who openeth and no man shutteth,
a door has been opened, which no man can shut
It is the door of good example, of influence for
good over others, which only one man can shut,
and that man is ourselves.  We have only “a
little strength,” but “ we can do all things in
Him who strengthens us.” It is our work and
privilege to bring many from the synagogues of
Satan, from the ways of evil, from the haunts of
ignorance, to the knowledge of truth and the
practice of virtue, by the power of our prayers,
by the fervour of ‘our Communions, by the
purity and consistency of our lives, by the power
of our example, for we are the light of the world,
the salt and leaven of society.

THE EPISTLE TO LAODICEA

(14-22)

14 And to the angel of the church of Laodicea, write :
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
who is the beginning of the creation of God

15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold, nor hot.
I would thou wert cold, or hot.

16 But because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold, nor
hot, I will begin to vomit thee out of my mouth,

17 Because thou sayest : I am rich, and made wealthy,
and have need of nothing : and knowest not, that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.

18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold fire tried, that thou
mayest be made rich; and mayest be clothed in white
garments, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not

46

The Apocalypse of St. Fohn

: and anoint thy eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest
b

y Such as I love, I rebuke and chastise. Be zealous
: and do penance.
0 %l:ﬁold, I stalfld at the gate, and knock. If any man

ear my voice, and open to me the door, I will come
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To him that shall overcome, I will give to sit with me
throne : as I also have overcome, and am set down
er in his throne. Wt
"nl’i])Z’eFt?ntzlllt hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
to the churches.

HE Epistle to the Church of Laodicea, the
last of the seven addressed by St. John to
hurches of Asia, is the most severe and
ening of them all in its tone, and comes to
the trumpet call at eventide, with no un-
in sound, to say that to-morrow is the judg-
; wherefore be ye ready, with loins girt,
lamps well-trimmed. There is indeed a
distinct and marked gradation in all the
Letters. The names given to Our Lord
ictates the Letters, are in each case differ-
80, too, are the promises spoken’ at the
ion to “those who overcome ”: and
is traceable in all these a fitness to various
hs of God’s dealings with men, from the
of our first parents down to the consumma-
of the world. The Epistle to Laodicea
the climax. It brings before us a superb
re of Our Lord ; on the one hand, of His
e dealings with those who cling to Him, on
ther hand of His hatred of all half-measures,
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disloyalty, and attempts to serve two masters.
Wherefore, “ he that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith to the Churches.”

“To the angel of the Church of Laodicea
write : these things saith the Amen, the faithful
and true Witness, who is the beginning of the
creation of God.” That name, “ the Amen,”
applied to Our Lord—the only place in Scrip-
ture where it is thus used—tells us at once the
character of what we are to read. It bids us
awake, and look to the end. * The Amen
who speaks is He who alone can say, “ Amen,
Amen, I say to you ”—and it is interesting to
note that it is only in the Gospel of St. John that
Our Lord is ever recorded to have used the
double Amen. *“ These things, then, saith the
Amen, the faithful and true Witness, who is the
beginning of the creation of God,” that is, who
is the active cause and author of all creation,
“the Word that was in the beginning, with
God ; the Word by whom all things were made,
and without whom was made nothing that was
made.” What does He say ? Let him that
hath an ear to hear, give careful ear. know
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot,”
neither boiling nor icy, as the words would be
more correctly translated. “ I would thou wert
cold or hot :" but because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will begin (I have a
good mind) to vomit thee out of my mouth.” It
is Our Lord Who speaks, Who never, so far as
we know, called any one to be His disciple from
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g the lukewarm, but did call many from
g titllls)se who were icy cold. He called
hew from his money, Zac(:iclieus ffrom thhls
ings, and Mary Magdalen from the
gdgf;‘ hg:r Wickedneg It is Our Lord Who
Who has given us a proof of love greater
which noman can give, that He lay down
s life for His friend. May He not look for
me enthusiasm among His own ? He looked
Laodicea of old, but found none ; does
it in our midst to-day ? |
next verse is equally plain and scathing :
sayest I am rich, and made wealthy, and
need of nothing : and thou knowest not
hou art wretched, and miserable! and‘f‘)oor,
d,and naked.” Like the Pharl’s,ee, " you
in yourselves, and despise others » : you
God that you are not as the rest of men ™ :
re blind to your real state and dangers :you
e name of being alive, but you are nigh
h : you never stop to think, you close
1s to the truth about yourself, you are
and self-satisfied, you are consequently
e, and the land of your soul is made
e indeed. And then the whole tone of
pistle changes, and there comes from Our
an appeal of surpassing force and tender-
S. 1 counsel thee to buy of me gold tried
fire, that thou mayest be made rich : and
be clothed in white garments, that the
of thy nakedness may not appear : and
Int thy eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest
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see.” There is reference here to the circum-
stances and condition of Laodicea. It was a city
with very extensive money-transactions : Qur
Lord would offer them instead His fire-tried gold.
It was a city famous for its wool of blackest hue :
Our Lord has garments of snowy whiteness to
offer instead. It had also famous scents and
ointments : Our Lord has His own eye-salves,
Let us further remark the tone of gentle irony—
the irony of divine love—that rung through the
verse, as when after the Agony in the Garden,
Our Lord said to His disciples : “ Sleep ye now,
and take your rest.” So here: I counsel
thee ”: as though Our Lord would say : “
am your friend, and have your welfare at heart :
the ways of sin and tepidity are not for you any
longer : I have told the truth to you and shown
you to what they are leading you : come now
once more to Me : deal with Me, buy of Me :
so I counsel thee, for I cannot force thee, or
command thee.” “ All ye that thirst, come to
the waters : and you that have no money make
haste, buy, and eat: come ye, buy wine and
milk without money, and without any price.
Why do you spend money for that which is not
bread, and your labour for that which doth not
satisfy you? Hearken diligently to me, and
eat that which is good, and your soul shall be
delighted on fatness. Incline your ear, and
come to me : seek the Lord while He may be
found ; call upon Him while He is near ”
(Is.,, Iv). ““I counsel thee to buy of Me,” no
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onger of the world: “buy of Me gold
roughly) tried in the fire, that thou mayest
made rich ” (towards God): buy of Me a
that is tried by affliction ; be clothed in
white robes of justice, for though you have
wn Me, you have not yet ““ put on the Lord
s”; and “anoint thy eyes with the eye-
e ” of grace, which stings indeed while it
s, destroying all self-deception, and restoring
al vision, that your conscience may guide
right, that you may appreciate your
ciency, and may no longer think yourselves
d, but may take much heed lest you fall.
h is the fervent appeal, the earnest warn-
of Him Who is the Amen. The name
that it may be our last ! _“ Whilst you
he time, be at peace with thine adversary :
st you have the time, I counsel thee to buy
. And now there follows, in conclusion,
and tender unfolding of Our Lord’s
ings with the sheep of His flock. “ Such as
I rebuke and chastise : be zealous, ther‘e-
nd do penance.” It is Our Lord again,
g His own Cross, and bidding us follow
th ours. We are being prepared as stones
T the walls of the heavenly Jerusalem, for
hich we are to be fitted * without sound or
Ammer, or any such thing.” Yet, the hammer
1 chisel must do their work somewhere, and
Is now, in this life. 'The grapes that are
hed yield the rich wine, not those that
€ untouched. Whom the Lord loveth He
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chastiseth, and He scourges every son whom He
receives : He spared not His only Son : where-
fore, O my God, make me humble, and sub-
missive to “‘ Thy loving correction, which shall
make me great »’ ; enlighten my eyes that I may
know in very truth that “it is a token of great
goodness, when sinners are not suffered to g0 on
their ways for a long time, but are presently
punished " (II Macc., vi, 12). And Our Lord
concludes : “ Behold I stand at the door, and
knock ” (cp. Canticle, v, 2-6). Our Lord only
knocks. He does not force the door open.
“ Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my
undefiled, for my head is full of dew, and my
locks of the drops of the nights : i
shall hear My voice, and open to Me the gate, I
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with Me.”—So let us conclude our study of
the Epistles to the Seven Churches of Asia, in
which we have  lifted our eyes to the mountains
of eternity, whence help may come to us.” It
has come to us from a Voice that was the Voice of
Our Lord upon the waters, bidding us be of good
courage, and insinuating the things that are to
our peace. It was a Voice from Home that
declared the value of the price paid for our place
in one of its many mansions, the need of being
faithful unto death in order to receive the crown
of life. :
“To him that shall overcome * .« . these
words, as the refrain of a song from the
Jerusalem that is above, that is our mother,
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ly been heard, coupled with the
1 Ifé):a f)efd %ivine perfection and aid, for
hold I stand at the door, and knock.’
» him that shall overcome, I will give to sit
e in My throne, as I also have overcome,
am set down with My Father in His throne.
nd now, in the chapters yet to come, like
Paul, we are ““ to come to the visions and
lations of the Lord,” and “ be caught up
Paradise ” (II Cor., xii), and, like St.
n, we shall “ see the heavens opened :
vii, 55), and listen to some at least o
lorious things that are said of thee, O

God ” (Ps., 86).
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CHAPTER 1V

AFTER these things I looked, and behold a door was opened
in heaven, and the first voice which I heard, as it were, of a
trumpet speaking with me, said : Come up hither, and I wil]
show thee the things which must be done hereafter.

2 And immediately I was in the spirit : and behold
there was a throne set in heaven, and upon the throne one
sitting,

3 And he that sat, was to the sight like the jasper and
the sardine stone ; and there was a rainbow round about
the throne, in sight like unto an emerald,

4 And round about the throne were four and twenty
seats ; and upon the seats, four and twenty ancients sitting,
clothed in white garments, and on their heads were crowns
of gold.

"5 And from the throne proceeded lightnings, and voices,
and thunders ; and there were seven lamps burning before
the throne, which are the seven spirits of God,

6 And in the sight of the throne was, as it were, a sea of
glass like to crystal ; and in the midst of the throne, and
round about the throne, were four living creatures, full
of eyes before and behind.

7 And the first living creature was like a lion : and the
second living creature like a calf : and the third living
creature, having the face, as it were, of a man : and the
fourth living creature was like an eagle flying.

8 And the four living creatures had ‘each of them six
wings ; and round about and within they are full of eyes.
And they rested not day and night, saying : Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God Almighty, who was, and who is, and who
is to come.

9 And when those living creatures gave glory, and
honour, and benediction to him that sitteth on the throne,
who liveth for ever and ever 3

10 The four and twenty ancients fell down before him
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im that liveth for
the throne, and adored him
Sﬂ;v:? and cast Eheir crowns before the throne,
)

ive glory,
' , O Lord our God, to receive g
Thourar;rmor;};zrner : because thou hast createdd all
na‘l);(li for thy will they were, and have been created.

'l ation which God gave on the
..,rdlée'\ggy to St. John, to make kno}\;vn ’io
servants the things which must s (I)lrt y
ne to pass, concerned first of all, as we fa}Vﬁ
the battle-field of life on earth, with a li) ]
ption of its dangers, and an assurancethe
ward that awaits thoseil who C(i)verr%(;lrir;e e
‘ re faithful to the end.

trlls(}y 2}3een set forth in the Epistles 'ﬁ) thcfa
. Churches of Asia, i.e., to the Churc fls 0
orld. The scene is now changed, an Wg
dden lift our eyes and gaze on the opsrg:l ;
of heaven itself, that we may be sho,};vn h'
which must be done hereafter, and :
rinced of the very real bearing of our c%n uc

e below on our place in Eternity herea te}:;.——
anguage, and the sequence of ideas, s (i)w‘
usively that these chapters are written hy
‘same hand that wrote the Epistles ico the
Churches, while their plan is as clear as
majestic. 'The imagery throughout 1s1ver);‘
raic, and we are reminded especially 1(1)
: p;ssages in the Prophet Ezechiel, w (;
t. John, begins his vision of the thronedoI
d thus : *“ The heavens were opened, éln .
¥ the visions of God ” (Ezech., i, 1), and who
3 55



The Apocalypse of St. John

adds : *“ the likeness of the throne was a likeness
as of the appearance of a Man above upon it
(i, 26). (cp. also Daniel, vii.)—The Jasper,
the sardine-stone (red in colour, deriving its
name from Sardis, where it was found) and the
emerald were worn in the breast-plate of the
high-priest of the Temple (Exod., xxviii, 17, 20).
The jasper was a clear crystal (xxi, 11), and is
here suffused with the warmth of the red sardine-
stone, while round about the throne is the
emerald-coloured rainbow, the symbol of peace
between God and men (Gen., 1x, 13). God’s
Sanctity, God’s Love, God’s Mercy, are thus
brought to mind in the opening vision. And
who are the four and twenty ancients ? (cp. Is.,
Xxiv, 23, and Dan., vii, 9). They are the twelve
Patriarchs of the Old Law and the twelve
Apostles of the New,as we may gather from
xviii, 20, and xix, 4. They form the walls and
foundations of the New Jerusalem in the closing
chapters of this Book : (Cp. Mt,, xix, 28); they
remain seated in Judgment, while the ways of
God to men are vindicated by the Opening of
the Books now to follow. The lightnings,
and voices, and thunders ” remind us of the
giving of the Ten Commandments by God on
Mount Sinai (Exod., xx, 18), for the Word of
God “ is living and effectual, and more piercing
than any two-edged sword : it reaches unto the
division of the soul and the marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and interests of the
heart  (Heb., iv, 12). By the seven lamps we
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. rstand the Seven Spirits of God which
belflgli the Throne (i, 4). In Zachanai iv,
seven-branched candlestick of the Old haw
ade to symbolise the Holy Ghost, Wlth;llt

e mention of Whom here the picture of the
ne of God would be incomplete.

Irenaeus suggests, as is well known, an
ation of this somewhat obscure ;:;assagczi
: that the “four living creatures ™ stand
:‘,he four Evangelists. They are “living |
d, for they have recorded the words anh
of Him Who said: “Heaven and eart
pass away, but My words shall not pass
y.” The lion stands for St. Mark, who}ie
1 begins with the preaching of St. John t e
t, which was “ as the roaring of a lion.
calf is the emblem of the priesthood (sacrl-l
and stands for St. Luke, whose Gospef
s with the priesthood, in the person o
The man stands for St. Matthew,
Gospel begins with the Manhood of Ofur
d, while the eagle stands for St. John, ﬁr
er soars aloft, and treats mainly of t e
ity of Our Lord. But this, though attrac&
ve and devotional, can hardly be the first an
ue tion. :

: r?ﬁ{?)nlilrges that we get the real explana.nlorll
y ‘keeping close to the passages in E‘z‘egll_le I
2p. also Is., vi, 1-3), where the adjective living
¥ pplied to the Cherubim, for on this adjective
nuch stress should be laid. _ It at once associ-
ites closely those blessed spirits with Creation,
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and with Man, so that we find them connected
with leading events in the history of Man, e.g.
the Fall, (Gen., 1171, 24); the Ark (Exod., xxv,
18) ; also with God’s Immanence over created
nature (cp : “ Thou that sitteth upon the Cheru-
bims, shine forth * - Ps., Ixxix, 1; also Is.,
xxxvii, 16). The whole passage is thus a personi-
fication of the works of God ad extra, as Creator,
Preserver, and Mover. It shows forth the
immanent power and wisdom of God, so active
in all created nature, offering to God the homage
of Nature as its Maker, and Preserver, its
Source and its End. “ N ature, including Man, is
represented before the Throne, taking its part in
the fulfilment of the Divine Will, and the wor-
ship of the Divine Majesty.” (Cp. Is., xliv, 24 ;
Job., xxvi, 7; Ecclus., xv, 19 ; xxiii, 28). And
this view is much emphasised by the symbolism
of the “eyes before and behind,” pointing to
God’s ceaseless vigilance over al] the works of
His hands, and His tender Providence in their
regard, for they “ execute His word, hearkening
to the voice of His orders ” (Ps. 102).  “ Thou-
sands of thousands minister to Him, and ten
thousand times a hundred thousand stand before
Him ” (Dan., vii, 10). 'The theme of praise in
verse II is again the boon of creation. How
slow we are to recognise that creation is an act
of God’s love towards us, for which we can
never render sufficient thanks | God c/ose us
to be created, and His chojce was an act of His
love ! Sohas He “ loved us with am everlasting
58
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so has He “ given us a delight in His

he . . . f
bled us to rejoice in the works o
¥ ’n?irslc’l’e(lll’z., 91) : so can we ““speak of thg
- of His kingdom, and tell of His power
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CHAPTER V

AND I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne, 5
book written within and without, sealed with seven seals,

2 And I saw a strong angel, proclaiming with a loud
voice : Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the
seals thereof ?

3 And no man was able, neither in heaven, nor on earth,
nor under the earth, to open the book, nor to look on it.

4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy
to open the book, nor to see it.

5 And one of the ancients said to me: Weep not ;
behold the lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of David, hath

prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals
thereof,

6 And I'saw : and behold in the midst of the throne and
of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the ancients,
a Lamb standing as it were s
seven eyes : which are the seven Spirits of God, sent forth
into all the earth.

7 And he came and took the book
of him that sat on the throne.

8 And when he had opened the book, the four living
creatures, and the four and twenty ancients fell down before
the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials

full of odours, which are the prayers of saints :

9 And they sang a new canticle, saying: Thou art
worthy, O Lord, to take the book, and to open the seals
thereof ; because thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to

God, in thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people
and nation,

10 And hast made us to our God
and we shall reign on the earth.

I1 And I beheld, and I heard the voice o
round about the throne, and the living crea
ancients ; and the number
thousands,

out of the right hand

a kingdom and priests,

f many angels
tures, and the
of them was thousands of
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i i ud voice : The Lamb that was slain
:'yn:f X::telivt 1I?ower, and divinity, apd. wisdom, and
: and honour, and glory, and benediction. LA,
An’d every creature, which is in heaven, and on .
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, alil ;
t are in them : I heard all saying: To him t “ti
on the throne, and to the Lamb,dbeneerdlctlon, an
. and power, for ever and ever.

A;la&n:lh%lfqu; livinpg creatures said : Amen. And thg
and twenty ancients fell down on their faces, an
him that liveth for ever and ever.

apter we see for the first time th’e;
t zfcll_l,it%, in which “ all has been written
38). ‘“ Let them be blotted out of the
of the living, and with the just let them not
en,” was the most awful prayer that
be breathed againsta foe (Ps., 68), v:r‘hlle in
pter iii, 5, the blessing on those who “ over-
is precisely that “ God will not blot out
names out of the Book of Life ’gcp. Phll.f
The Book is in the “Tright ‘han.d 0
o show its importance ; it is Wnttin
n and without,” for it records not only the
0 events of the present and of the past, but
the secrets of the future, known ‘c‘)nlyl t((i
(cp. Ezechiel, ii, 19) ; and it is “ seale
seven seals,” to denote completeness, i.c.,
W completely its contents are hidden from
knowledge of angels and of men, and that
through the Lamb could they be revealed.
¢ the solemnity of the scene described
Ses 2-4. ““ Weep not,” for our Lord, thﬁ
f the tribe of ]uda;J (cp. Heb., vii, 15), hat
I
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a i ight
th which “ the Book is taken out <3,f the rig
W}HI?I};m thgt sat on the throne,” and then
3 d.” There is a beautiful reference to
nrenr.munion of Saints in the mention oti1 @hﬁ
tfen vials (or goblets) full of oc}otlllll;:s,fa\;;h}clzl :
the Saints,” 7.e., 0 _
;Ié;arz,ﬁr's (z)lfld ?his referer;lce is repeatﬁildler;
. ' iii . The chapter conc
» for there is His strengi, e i i ol o the Now %Zﬁn_g
e Canticle of the Precious Blood— in
”” or *“ with harps hung on the
trange land,” or *“ wit T pa g on e
in the midst of Babylon ” (Ps., 36), ;
inflgant?cle, on the psaltery and an 1qstr1;f
of ten strings” (Ps., 14‘.;5), to the bpraf1s(e; of
Lamb that was slain,”f ;:}Ille aa:)rlr‘id o i
the sin of the rld,” W
ia]ﬁ;cr};:d\n;az Redemptitl)ln {or ag tth’E’élTe;
‘ In Him it hath well please _
: and through Him
Il fulness should dwell : an e B
concile all things unto Himself, i
the Blood of His Cross, .
he :ll:fggsg }(;n leth, and the things that are in

en ” (Col., i, 19, 20).
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prevailed—Chyisy,s vincit, Christus regnat ! Moy,
et wvita duellp conflixere mirando, Dy Vitae
MOTtUUS Yepnat vipys |« I have overcome the

for “ being consummated, He became to all that
obey Him, the cause of Eternpa] Salvation ”
€0y v o)l Y HE & the propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only, but also for those of
the whole world.” (I Jn., ii, 2), « blotting out

us, which was contrary to ys ”’ (Col., ii, 1 )
“ By his own Blood, He entered once into the

olies, having obtained eterna] redemption ”’
(Heb., ix, 12).” «Tpe Lamb has “seven horps ’
as a symbol of Hig strength : ¢ seven eyes ’ as a
symbol of His omniscience ” (cp, Mt., xxviii,
18).

And “ we must a] be manifested before the
Judgment-seat of Christ, that every one may
receive the proper things of the body, according
as_he hath done, whether it be good or evil ”

IT Cor., V, 10), for “ the Father hath given all

Judgment to His Son” (Jn,, v, 22). Notice
carefully the phrase “ the Lamb as 57 zere slain,”

for it refers to the Sacrifice of the Mass. Notice,
too, the majesty of verse 7—the perfect ease



CHAPTER VI

AND I saw that the Lamb had opened one of the seven
seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures, as it were
the voice of thunder, saying : Come, and see.

2 And Isaw: and behold a white horse, and he that sat
on him had a bow, and there was a crown given him, and
he went forth conquering that he might conquer,

3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the
second living creature, saying : Come, and see.

4 And there went out another horse that was red : and to
him that sat thereon, it was given that he should take peace
from the earth, and that they should kill one another, and a
great sword was given to him,

5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the
third living creature, saying : Come and see. And behold
a black horse, and he that sat on him had a pair of scales in
his hand.

6 And I heard as it were a vojce in the midst of the four
living creatures, saying : Two pounds of wheat for a

penny, and thrice two pounds of barley for a penny, and see
thou hurt not the wine and the oil.

7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the
voice of the fourth living creature, saying : Come, and see.

8 And behold a pale horse, and he that sat upon him, his
name was Death, and hell followed him. And power was
given to him over the four parts of the earth, to kill with
sword, with famine, and with death, and with the beasts of
the earth. ;

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the
altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God,
and for the testimony which they held.

o And they cried with a loud voice, saying : How long,
O Lord (holy and true), dost thou not judge and revenge
our blood on them that dwell on the earth ?

I1 And white robes were given to every one of them one ;
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i m, that they should rest for a little

‘ ‘at'il‘:ii“fi'eltl(t))vt*h:ervants andytheir brethren, who are

lain, even as they, should be filled up. , i
And’I saw, when he had opened the sixth seal, an

there was a great earthquake, and the sun became

s sackcloth of hair: and the whole moon became

e h, as the
i tars from heaven fell upon the earth,
IVAI::gsttt;:hsi?; green figs when it is shaken by a great

n departed as a book folded up : and
ﬁl;}tl:ir?,ezzl thepislands were moved out of their

‘ { 4
ind the kings of the earth, and the princes, an

danzd ihe ri%:h, and the strong, and every bon(_ima}xll,
1:y freeman, hid themselves in the dens and in the

; lt?i}(illllg;alszsy'to the mountains and the rocks : Fall
s, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth upon
one and from the wrath of the Lamb : i
or the great day of their wrath is come, and who sha

o stand ?

1e last chapter we came to the beginning of
eat event, to the opemng.of a grgat‘scene:i
pening of a Book, “ written within an
ut, sealed with seven seals ” (cp. II Cor.,
But ‘“no man was able, neither in
ven, nor on earth, nor under the earth, to
en the Book, nor (even) to look upon it.
‘the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of
hath prevailed to open the Book, and to
e seals thereof.” He is  the Lamb that
, ,’ ““worthy to receive power, and
lity, and wisdom, and str,ength, and h(:inol?r,
glory, and benediction,” and the deeds for
65 E
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which He was slain are all written in that Book

(cp. Mt., xvi, 27). Let Him, then, open oO

?‘f the seals,” while we obey the summons Ige
come and see.” 'There is an air of almos(z

breathless excitement in the i
the procession of the ho::ecsr?’d ﬁggagev ei’nals
Few passages in the Apocalypse have bee%rl sso.
variously interpreted as this one, but let us b
content with one interpretation of jt and tha:
a simple one. The “horse” is a s’ymbol of
warfare and victory, even as the ass is a symbol
of peace and submission. The white horse
comes first, and its colour speaks of Purity and
.Innocenc.:e, of what is undefiled and precious
in the sight of God, of Him “ Who feedeth
among the lilies.” Our Lord is the rider of
this ““ horse,” for He is the Lamb of God, Who
taketh away the sin of the world. In the fulness
of time, He went forth from the Bosom of the
Eternal Father, conquering and to conquer,”
His road “ the unspotted way,” and with almost
‘I:hs last word on earth He bids His friends
have, ,conﬁdence,” for “ He has overcome the
zivorld (St. John, xvi, 33). [We shall meet this
gure of Our Lord as the Conqueror again in
Ch. XIX, 11-16.]  'The second seal is now opened
and “another horse that was red went out.”
The red horse is a symbol of War. Our Lord,
because He was a Saviour, was also a Warrior,
who came not to cast peace on the earth, but a
sword.  The world is a field of battle since e
came to redeem it, even more than it was whilst
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" He remained the Desired of all nations.

st the devil, the world, and the flesh, He
red war, and between His Church and the
ce of this world there will be war to the end.
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and
) the violent bear it away. Such is the
tion of the imagery in verse 4. And now

e third seal is opened, ‘‘ and behold a black

e—and He that sat on him (the rider is
Our Lord) had a pair of scales in His
The black horse 1s a symbol of mourn-
nd famine, and we have here a striking
tration of Our Lord’s spirit of penance and
enial, the spirit of Him, Who, *‘ having joy
efore Him, endured the Cross, despising
shame ” (Heb., xii, 2), teaching us to daily
up our cross, ‘‘ mortifying the deeds of the
, chastising our bodies, and bringing them
‘subjection, lest we become cast-aways ” ;
or: ix, 27) while we are reminded of how

s transformed human sorrow, and given it

~

. h beauty, fresh meaning, by Himself becom-

a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief,
1at they that sow in tears, may reap in joy.
he “ pair of scales ” is a detail that needs

me explanation. Weighing food is a Scrip-

1 symbolism for famine (cp. Lev., xxvi, 26 ;
h., iv, 16). Hence ‘scales” indicate a

me of scarcity, and this is the key to verse 6.
) ordinary times, eight (not ““ two ”’) pounds of
heat would be sold for a penny. (Cp. 4 Kings,

18, where, as in this passage, there is a
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simple ratio between the price of wheat and that
of barley, due probably to the fact that they were
constantly bartered for each other without the
intervention of money). Thus the voice pre-
dicts a *“ famine,” in which food grains would be
raised in price about 8o per cent.—and a|
“ luxuries,” such ag wine and oil,” must be
indulged in but little, “ A shilling for a penny
loaf, and a shilling for three dough cakes,” wiil
ring home to the reader the famine prices here
intended. Indeed we are “ to fast in the days
of the Bridegroom,” and they are days in which
““ blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be
comforted ”; but “ woe to those who laugh,”
who “ mock * Qur Lord, and “ laugh Him to
scorn,” for life is a reality, and “ unless we do
penance, we shall perish,” ““ for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand ” (Mt., iv, 17), (cp. II Cor.,
vii, 9).—The opening of the fourth seal reveals
“a pale horse,” whose rider is Death. It is
Our Lord, Who has conquered death, and de-
Pprived it of its sting and victory. Death is still
“ bitter ” ; death still “ separates ’; but death
is now “ precious in the sight of God,” if it be
the death of His saints—a falling asleep in the
Lord, with the words: ¢ Father, into Thy
hands I commend my spirit.”—*“ As in Adam
all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive ”’
(L Qor., zw, 22), for  Christ hath indeed
destroyed death, and hath enlightened life and
incorruption by the gospel ” (II Tim., 1, 10).
As the fifth seal is opened, we are introduced to
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han others, have “ drunk of
“ﬁ::% ’fr:)ofratlr Lord, and been acqualr}teg
e great factors in life already symbohse1
e v(rhite, and red, and black, and pahe
»__Virtue, Warfare, Penance, Deat d
souls of them that were slain for the Wo;'1
d ”—the Martyrs, whose blood is t e
f the Church—the Martyrs Yyho cr¥l ‘
long, O Lord ? how long? -.——als)lt g
s of England may cry, for their bloo
ed four centuries ago for the Falthdoncs
red to the saints, and has it yet pro .ui:)e ;
nversion of this country ? Not yﬁt g x?d
a little time,” for ¢ with God a thousa d
are as a day, and a day as a thousand yeari1
lom., xii, 19; Is., xxxiv, 8; Ezec i,
8). At the opening of ”Ehe s1xthb sleaf,_
e was a great earthquake ”—a sym i)d l())e
ution, such as Our Lord foretold wou £
t of His Church in every age. In si?cis
es “ the sun,” 7.e., the héght (J)f tlheiiChilorc 3,1)
" ach., xiv, 6 ; Joel, n, : , 31),
"becomes “Zblack as sackcloth of hair, lf'ng
is a general uphleaval, the 'fi‘rﬁgﬁ :vfi l‘l;vt ﬁzy

for all to see. 'l :

I:Zissl;le(:zvg: classes are mentioned in verse
“ We fools : fall upon us, ye moun’_camsﬂ
ide us from the face of Him that s;:cte;:l
the throne, and from the wrath of t ef:
” (cp. Our Lord’s words to the womenko
lem, on the road to Calvary, Luke,

30, 31).

=
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CHAPTER VII

AFTER these things, I saw four angels standing on the four
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth,
that they should not blow upon the earth, nor upon the sea,
nor on any tree.

2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of
the sun, having the sight of the living God ; and he cried
with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to
hurt the earth and the sea,

3 Saying : Hurt not the earth, nor the sea, nor the trees.
till we sign the servants of our God in their foreheads.

4 And I heard the number of them that were signed, an
hundred forty-four thousand were signed, of every tribe of
the children of Israel.

5 Of the tribe of Juda, were twelve thousand signed : Of
the tribe of Ruben, twelve thousand signed : of the tribe of
Gad, twelve thousand signed : (

6 Of the tribe of Aser, twelve thousand signed : Of the
tribe of Nephthali, twelve thousand signed : Of the tribe
of Manasses, twelve thousand signed :

7 Of the tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand signed : Of
the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand signed : Of the tribe of
Issachar, twelve thousand signed :

8 Of the tribe of Zabulon, twelve thousand signed : Of
the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand signed : Of the tribe
of Benjamin, twelve thousand signed.

9 After this I saw a great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and tribes, and peoples, and tongues,
standing before the throne, and in sight of the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands :

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying : Salvation
to our God, who sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb.

11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and
the ancients, and the four living creatures ; and they fell
down before the throne upon their faces, and adored God.
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Al i
ing : ediction, and glory, and wis ,
] &kangmzmﬁﬁnii? and power, and strength to our

nd ever. Amen. ) :
i ?‘:)1;12 of the ancients answered, and sa1g tOPI::;d
‘at are clothed in white robes, who are they !

nes ?
4 cgtilgatig?; hun : My Lord, thou knowest. And he

f great

| 3 they who are come out of g

i "ti:)rtlxe .anghli::eaxasheg their robes, and have made
ite in the blood of the Lamb.

: %l}lxlt:e?;rte 'fhey are before the throne of God},landi tttI:taK

€ hir: day and night in his temple : and he, that s

them. \
‘ 'feﬁggn:ﬁ:ﬁagodngeoﬁi;ger nor thirst, neither shall

; them, nor any heat. ) |
- ‘%(f:lll?: Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne

fountains of
I r d shall lead them to the
::;:stcl)lf? I11'11f,e,a gndsGod shall wipe away the tears from

eyes.

i t
i , we reach a pause in the grea
tI}II:: gi? talﬂeorpening of the Sieals ,fargovge }::;I\iz
si Chosen People o X
égnw(:)frtg;re of their vocz(iition, arlid ig;g%:cc
f the Lord, to make s t
Iegf}i: ElieTvlzgx‘Ofour corners of thq <?artl;.,
'KWI],IliCh the four Angels stand, restraining ﬁz
while  the four winds of the earth (z..e.,l\;cI :
ur scourges of Death, cp. Zach., vi, 5},1 3.
v, 31) speak to us of the ar’iglllent v1ewr2a3 i
irth “was a flat surface. Then W}fl: bl i
n as the Epistle for the Fe
sg‘a%?n::l Ois§ which the 144,000 (12,009’ froné
ve tribe of the children of Israel 1)., ar
na melc.ly as “signed with the seal of the living
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f(cp. I Cor.,.i, 22 ; Ephes,
Dap alone is not named,

God ” i )
33V, 30). Th
and .this ornisi3

Numbers ¢
denote a large and well-ordered multitudetg

(ep. Apoc., ix, 16), and that, as the tribe of

Joseph is here duplicat i
3 ed by his o
that of his son Manasses, on}; of thcfV ;I?;ntl\;:;\lrg

must needs be omitted—and that i

dese Chapter concludes (verses 9—OII;§ lsviglan.
by éngtlon and vision of the blessed in the cita
1 od, of which glorious things are said (p
xxxv, 3), (Cp. I Cor., ii, g). e
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CHAPTER VIII

1en he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence
en, as it were for half an hour.
nd I saw seven angels standing in the presence of
d there were given to them seven trumpets.
nd another angel came, and stood before the altar,
 a golden censer ; and there was given to him much
e, that he should offer of the prayers of all saints upon
[den altar, which is before the throne of God.
| And the smoke of the incense of the prayers of the
nts ascended up before God from the hand of the angel.
‘And the angel took the censer, and filled it with the
' the altar, and cast it on the earth, and there were
ers and voices and lightnings, and a great earthquake.
nd the seven angels, who had the seven trumpets,
ed themselves to sound the trumpet.
nd the first angel sounded the trumpet, and there
‘hail and fire, mingled with blood, and it was cast
earth, and the third part of the earth was burnt up,
e third part of the trees was burnt up, and all green
burnt up.
the second angel sounded the trumpet : and as it
‘great mountain, burning with fire, was cast into the
the third part of the sea became blood :
nd the third part of those creatures died, which had
e sea, and the third part of the ships was destroyed.
And the third angel sounded the trumpet, and a
star fell from heaven, burning as it were a torch, and
n the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains

1S !
And the name of the star is called Wormwood. And
d part of the waters became wormwood ; and many
ied of the waters, because they were made bitter.
- And the fourth angel sounded the trumpet, and the
Part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the
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moon, and the third part of the stars, so that the third part

of them was darkened, and the day did not shine for 2 third
part of it, and the night in like manner,

13 And I beheld, and heard the voice of one eagle flying
through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice :
Woe, Wwoe, woe, to the inhabitants of the earth : by reason

of the rest of the vojces of the three angels, who are yet to
sound the trumpet.

IN the opening verse of chapter viii, we have

“one of the most solemn moments of the
Apocalypse,” when the seventh seal is to be
opened. Seven Angels (the perfect number),
are seen standing in the presence of God, and
each Angel had a trumpet, and with these they
will shortly herald the punishment of the Jews
who failed to observe
which had been given them at Sinai amid the
sound of trumpets (Exod., XiX, I9). (Cp. Joel,
i, 1; Osee, viii, 1), But first, in verses 3-5,
the sacred writer gives us a picture of the ascent
of the prayers “ of all saints upon the golden
altar which is before the throne of God (cp.
Ps.,oxdy 24 Lk., xviii, 75 8). 'Then, passing
quickly from this vision of peace, we open our
ears to the sounds and lessons of the trumpets.
It is best to take these closely together, as
indicating the punishment and consequences of
sin, which incurs the divine vengeance.
Imagery seems much borrowed from the Ten
Plagues of Egypt. (And cp. Ezech., v, 2-12).

here may be some allusion to the destruction
of Jerusalem, e.g., in the phrase “ for all green
grass was burnt up,” recalling the words of
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& »
: ‘““indeed the people is grass
I ngtl;’ Z)24). Or again in the syml,)’oh:x?n :;
H great mountain ca;t }ntostgg fse:z;el v‘:r i
nce :

13 liefsli.eggeaf‘g :Bfmgcli “ mountains,”’ Whll:
the s:a (” ﬁgures the mass of th: ]sz\;vsoval{)ci ;gg
eir by violence, as in a od.
ndfl?;hthiz’d Angﬁ sound,s, a11111;1 t:ﬁleml?:rtr;e 02}

0 eaven, ime ¢
| éiatir 1f: H%\f(l)‘nrnnwood——a name applied 151
ipture to the perversion of Justice (Ar(rlls):l,lt :

vi, 12); to the fruits of idolatry nerallf
1,2), and to divine chastisements ge e 15_.
e ix, 15 ; xxiii, 14, 15; Li?m"taiﬂs 5
B i e fountaias of

that refresh the earth—

i we should draw waters
h %a‘ilf;rfd‘:‘zlligcsvaters were made b1tte}11', SO
¢ i]nZny men died ” through drinking t c:ri:'E
d when the fourth Angel sounded his Frﬁﬁgnt
urther calamities ensu?d——the %u?}lli Hw
rkness, to those who ‘ preferre o
to light ” (cp. Exod., x, 21-2321. s
pter concludes with a note of warni gsound

the three Angels *“ who are yet ﬁo s
rumpet ”’ may have to proclaim. "‘I' }f voic%
e bhere (‘t:,?cl’;i:i irgé)rs(i)gn 1t1a: more

” but a be rsion e
ple}ff%gll%eard an angel flying in mid-heaven.
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CHAPTER IX

AND the fifth angel sounded the trumpet, and I saw a star
fall from heaven upon the earth, and there was given to him
the key of the bottomless pit.

2 And he opened the bottomless pit : and the smoke of
the pit arose, as the smoke of a great furnace ; and the sun
and the air were darkened with the smoke of the pit.

3 And from the smoke of the pit there came out locusts
upon the earth., And power was given to them, as the
scorpions of the earth have power :

4 And it was commanded them that they should not

hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, nor any

tree : but only the men who have not the sign of God on
their foreheads.

5 And it was given unto them that they should not kill
them ; but that they should torment them five months :
and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion when he
striketh a man.

6 And in those days men shall seek death, and shall not
find it : and they shall desire to die, and death shall fly
from them.

7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses
prepared unto battle : and on their heads were, as it were,
crowns like gold : and their faces were as the faces of men.

8 And they had hair as the hair of women ; and their
teeth were as lions :

9 And they had breastplates as breastplates of iron, and
the noise of their wings was as the noise of chariots and
many horses running to battle,

Io And they had tails like to scorpions, and there were
stings in their tails ; and thejr power was to hurt men five
months. And they had over them

11 A king, the angel of the bottomless pit ; whose name

in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek Apollyon ; in Latin
Exterminans,
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woe is past, and behold there come yet two woes
R el sounded the trumpet: and I
'ﬁ?nct: ?r:ﬁitgx: ?c;gur horns of the golden altar, which
pefore the eyes of God. ks
14 Sayi th el, who ha e )
w‘{‘:)g;n ?01:? ;Il;lgeelsslfwh:n fre bound in the great river

i ho were prepared
els were loosed, who :
:.ilrt h:ngozl;lz;ligand a month, and a year : for to kill
n.
'rdc%) a':-ltxeo fri?lfnber of the army of horse}l;nend vtvl::Z
thousand times ten thousand. And I hear
of them. i S
the horses in the vision : a
Aﬂi :1}::;1 Ihzzv%reastplates of fire and of h);atclxlr;tﬁeirac;
S , heads of the horses were a
malr& ?;:)‘int}tlﬁeir mouths proceeded fire, and smoke,
i in the third part
‘ three plagues was slain t i
Ah‘nl;iytg,leﬂi;t;zeand byl’zheg smoke and by the brimstone,
’ i .

i \ f their mouths. ) \
ﬁl‘ssrutﬁ mg:v;:er of the horses is in their mouths, ;nlii n;
i F%r their tails are like to serpents, and hav

4 ith they hurt. !
acriu:hvew:'ils:}:)%fntlhe-tgen,‘who were Illot sfl:;)n E){q ;}rleis:
i he works of thei )
did not do penance from t I e
devils, and idols of gold,
:!{ds%?'::g Iz:ﬁfi 1(23:12, aexrd wood, which neither can
r hear, nor walk : S g
i id they penance from their 1 ;
n thzli:'h:;riries, gof from their fornication, nor from

" thefts.

n Angels who had the seven
»thIl)mIt)l;:sseg:epareg themselves to sound
trumpet ” . . . these words of chapter vi,
6, are the beginning of a long and some-
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what difficult section, which only concludes at
chapter xi, verse 18, The reader must not be
surprised or disturbed if he finds therein certain
matters “hard to understand.” It treats of
“ the things to come,” in another world, which
eye hath not seen, the realities of which it hath
not entered into the heart of man to conceive,
and which it is really beyond the power of humar,
language to describe. The sacred text gives but
a suggestion of the truth, yet a suggestion full of
instruction and grandeur ; so let us probe our
way through it, with all gratitude and interest,—
At the sound of the fifth trumpet (ix, 1), the
sacred writer “saw a star having fallen "from
heaven,” as the words should be translated.
This star is Lucifer (cp. Isaias, Xiv, 12-15), of
whom Our Lord said: “I saw Satan like Jight-
ning falling from heaven * (Lk., x, 18). Our
Lord witnessed the actual fall; not so St.
John. And “to him (the star is thus identified
with a person), was given the key of the bottom-
less pit,” whence the Beast of the Apocalypse
~comes in xi, %, and xvii, 8 (cp. Lk., viii, 31).
Now it is God alone who has “ the keys of
death and hell ”’ (Apoc., i, 18); but the key of
ell is ““ given ” to Satan, for he is permitted by
God to use the key, in carrying out the designs
of Divine Providence. Then, in verse 3, men-
tion is made of locusts, which in the Old Testa-
ment always convey the idea of vast numbers
(cp. Jer., Ii, 14), but which are harmless to men,
though fatal to the * grass of the earth.” They
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however, endowed with"the power ?.f

: Yhe_:re, or ““stinging ” locusts (cp. Jer., I,
| g;:(;h. ii, 6), which inflict great p;un c;dl
and l;y their sting produce hproa;?:%l 8
-poisoning. And so, though t ?‘ytorment
kill men, leave is given them to i
em for five months,” i.e., not for ever, tuabove
ted period of temptation, ‘and 1_r;o il
it they are able to bear.” Theh1 e o
warfare,”’ the spirit and the fles eveio i
ding, for “these two are contrary e
Ig”’ And the warfare is kegp Hllﬁfte d;h

: o esire to die, :
J;lhatfrrc?rgnthesmh?’l’lzg was the case with St.
yho under the pressure of his tru‘i‘ls, wla)lz
e even of life,” and .yea}}'ned IIt(()J s
lved, and toRbe with Czifmh C((()? - 7-9)-t
Phil.,i,23; Rom.,vii,24; 1 i e,

ow a great description

i ihdlolgusts,” tglrw.e evil sp.1r1tsf wh?s W‘:‘:.;‘lg:}rr
ugh the world for the ruin o §oud ) bt
2 ““Jike unto horses,” so determine e e
" onquer ; they wear crownshof go i
y thirst for dominion ; they have Bl

e hair of women "—a strong figure lgece it
of the attractiveness of sin, and f1tsh ) ofplies
wer, for Satan is a liar and the fat t; ﬂattery’.
s favourite instrument being 1th.z.tt o_m) 9
r the whole passage, cp. Joel, u,tﬁ i
" thil picturet,h irth?grof:?fy and the

4 enote the o ;
[ tsl’hcti:r(;ness of their attack ; their ‘ breast
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‘Plates of iron,” as were thos i
I _ e of Gol
glebchgllgnged David, so as to fright:nlglén‘zhen
o mfssllgn, without attack or any resistax?éo
ot o 480 Lo ey
, with em i i §
gz)r ;l}llf lr)latltllll'a! ‘;)Iocust hathpngslgn(g);n' tﬁ?;};’ll
.- Oy their bands * (Prov., xxx.,
to this king three names ar(e attachedx', X{))ad(? v
or Destruction (gp. Job, xxvi, 6 ; Prov e

languages (Jn., xix, 20

of the ﬁftl(l Angel,, evzz.ry
bitterness of the attack
on the purity of men,
the three mentioned in
more remain |

word proclaiming the
o‘f‘ Satan and his angels
One woe is past,” of
vui, 13, and yet two
They are as the ech £ Joel
sl e echo of ]o.el s,
ha%i ; (Joel: . Ie;:;l'use the day of the Lord is at
e sixth Angel now sounds hi
andda Vvoice i,s, heard from the hornlss (gggq:ité
l‘;,ofg il }fglgl es) o(;f Gthéa g%IIden altar, which is
. 0d. How solemn a setti
?of t‘%lehplcture ! At once our attention is idegizlvlr%
. td © great river Euphrates,” which at that
P;nr::h. ivided the Roman Empire from that of
12, and these two were keen rivals to one
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12), we may see further allusion to the
11 of the Roman Empire, for Parthia was
tary example existing at the time of a
t all capable of injuring Rome. Note
ne of urgency, and the keenness of the
tion that runs through every line of the
w verses. The curious phrase— pre-
t an hour, and a day, and a month, and a
’—(verse 15), merely points to a certain
ess as to the hour when God shall arise,
‘enemies be dispersed, for * we know not
nor the hour when these things shall
pass.” In verse 16 mention is made of
dred millions of horsemen (the Parthian
ian armies consisted mainly of cavalry)
mbolic number, ‘“ meant to convey to the
“of readers in the first century an army
of overwhelming even Rome, then
ss of the world.” And these horsemen
eastplates (verse 17) of fiery red (hya-
th), and smoky blue, and sulphurous yellow :
the heads of the horses were as the heads
ions (the lion is the symbol of Persia),
like St. Paul on the road to Damascus
ix, 1), they ‘ breathed forth threatenings
aughter.” How wonderful is the onward
and might of this great passage! It
ates in verse 21 by a mention of the four
crimes that were characteristic of pagan
€, now to be blotted out—murders, sor-
» fornication and theft. (Cp. Apoc., xviii

: ‘.‘, X_Xi, 8 ; X_Xii, IS.)
. 81 5



CHAPTER X

AND I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven,
clothed with a cloud, and a rainbow was on his head, and his
face was as the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire,

2 And he had in his hand a little book open : and he set
his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot upon the earth,

3 And he cried with a loud voice as when a lion roareth,
And when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their
voices.

4 And when the seven thunders had uttered their
voices, I was about to write : and I heard a voice from
heaven saying to me : Seal up the things which the seven
thunders have spoken ; and write them not.

5 And the angel, whom I saw standing upon the sea and
upon the earth, lifted up his hand to heaven,

6 And he swore by him that liveth for ever and ever, who
created heaven, and the things which are therein ; and the
earth, and the things which are in it ; and the sea, and the
things which are therein : That time shall be no longer.

7 But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when
he shall begin to sound the trumpet, the mystery of God
shall be finished, as he hath declared by his servants the
prophets.

8 And I heard a voice from heaven again speaking to
me, and saying : Go, and take the book that is open, from
the hand of the angel who standeth upon the sea, and upon
the earth,

9 And I went to the angel, saying unto him, that he
should give me the book. And he said to me : Take the
book, and eat it up : and it shall make thy belly bitter, but
in thy mouth it shall be sweet as honey.

10 And I took the book from the hand of the angel, and
ate it up : and it was in my mouth, sweet as honey : and
when I had eaten it, my belly was bitter,

11 And he said to me : Thou must prophesy again to

many nations, and peoples, and tongues, and kings,
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~HERE is now a pause in the sounding of
the seven trumpets, a_nd S‘g. .]ohn gives fus
account of an intermediary vision vouchsafe

m. Even as in ch. vii, the two descriptions
e sealed Israelites and the palm—bearnﬁg
itude came after the Sixth Seal, so here the

ng insensibly into a vision) of the Two
. esges, followy the Sixth Trumpet. "'.I‘hls.
ighty angel ”’ (for others, cp. v, 2 ; xvufl, i :

, 21), reflects some of the attributes of the
nity (cp. 1. 7). In his hand he holds a
le book * (““little ” in comparison of the
. with the seven seals mentioned in v, 1),
contained the revelation of the overthrow
e Roman Empire. For this reason, the
sets his foot upon both sea and land, to
laim the power of God over the whole grealtl

pire.  And lo! “seven thunders,” i.e., a
ders, from the thunders at the destruction
odom to the consummation of the 'worllc.i,
tered their voices c’l’ ; they sp:}:e(cgltc}lnl-
merely producing a nox o i

28’, nzot;), and };vlll)at they said St. John was
out to write down,” when ‘a voice ff,ox.n
en stayed his hand. “ Write it not,” it
; upon which the Mighty Angel, st‘a‘lnfilng
both on the sea and on the earth, * lifte
is hand to heaven ” (better, “ lifted up hls1
t hand ”*) (cp. Dan., xii, 7), his left hand stil
ding the “little book.” His action was
ymbolic of taking an oath (cp. Gen., xiv, 22),
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and the oath wag . « tim
' was : e shall b
lz).g.,d nlo more time shall be Jost, anfi I:gei(;ng}fr :
elay no longer.” (Cp. Ezech., xij, 2, o
onsummatum est ! '

CHAPTER XI

¢ was given me a reed like untoa rod : and it was

me : Arise, and measure the temple of God, and
and them that adore therein.

the court, which is without the temple, cast out,

easure it not : because it is given unto the Gentiles,

rincipaliti .
P palities and bowers in the h holy city they shall tread under foot two and forty

through the Church, 4 i
Eur;()io,s,e( Evh}ilch He ,ma(;:: ri(lilm(g:'ht'
2
phes., iii, g-171). i
ar;lqloun‘?ementi-we mugstlxlnzait gillt oy ol
while, “ the little book ** g disposed of, v
erently to the treatment given to the’B;;I}{’

with the seven seals Iti
. Itis
but also to be « eaten,”nflz aI:le‘I:ely to be read,

I will give unto my two witnesses, and they shall
esy a thousand two hundred sixty days, clothed in

hese are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks,
and before the Lord of the earth. :
‘And if any man will hurt them, fire shall come out of
nouths, and shall devour their enemies. And if any
hurt them, in this manner must he be slain.

se have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in
ys of their prophecy: and they have power over
to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with
es as often as they will.

ad when they shall have finished their testimony, the
t ascendeth out of the abyss, shall make war
them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.

their bodies shall lie in the streets of the great city,
called spiritually, Sodom and Egypt, where their
0 was crucified.

nd they of the tribes, and peoples, and tongues, and
ns, shall see their bodies for three days and a half :
they shall not suffer their bodies to be laid in sepulchres.
And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over
» and make merry : and shall send gifts one to another,
 these two prophets tormented them that dwelt upon

And after three days and a half, the spirit of life from
entered into them. And they stood upon their feet,
at fear fell upon them that saw them.
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Testament (cp. Ezech., x1, 3, 6 ; IZachI.t,
nd occurs again in Apoc., XXi, S.n °
k. notion of power ; of a commissio ¥

veys ak of a place, and to report upor}t ;

Stolc It is clothed with great soler(rlml %{

g 1¥ ‘here the speaker is Our L%; ,h:ve

k. 1 of the preceding chapter. We b

AI'lgefact down to earth, to the Temp ethe

in whose office it was “ to prepare o

; fer'ﬁ;e Lord, the Desired of all I(lia’uomé

E the fulness of time, He shoul Cona—

His n.” The Mystery of the Incar i

H o O?ixe. horizon : it will be heralded y

J‘svgx?ch Angel and his trllllmp%tj égt vi:;:z r: 50 ;

whi are to learn the o - .

'vlggrlrllialge in Jerusalem, crowned b%( tlltz

ction, because of its rejection 1:) i

(,C Our Lord’s lament, 'Ll;zdd p:

Y So SRc John, at this juncture, is bidde :

'13) account of the Gen’ﬁle \ln‘r,zﬂg n(w;cserzfis: 2 ;

i ter; ‘““sa t

(’:?lalin‘flll:)fc (;Ilﬁ:e IIZWS alone aie wen;cre?ituég’

i i, 13; Lament., 11, 8 ;

_(Slll)u 3‘; K‘l‘nj%;dxfhe }?oly city they”sh_ail

d under foot two and forty rgorlltl;s, 'Ifhe

1260 days of verse 3 (cp. Xil, ’d’4 o

ence is, no doubt, to Our Lord’s i o

alem shall be trodden downf lﬁ}{led e

les, till the times of the nations be fu s

xxi 24). These periods of times :;((31 b

ned in Daniel (v, 25, and i, 7), and the

to all such prophéames is to be
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12 And they heard a great voice from heaven, saying tq
them : Come up hither. And they went up to heaven ina
cloud : and their enemies saw them.

13 And at that hour there was made a great earthquake,
and the tenth part of the city fell : and there were slain in
the earthquake names of men seven thousand : and the rest
were cast into a fear, and gave glory to the God of heaven .

14 The second woe is past: and behold the third woe
will come quickly.

15 And the seventh angel sounded the trumpet :

shall reign for ever and ever. Amen.
16 And the four and twenty ancients, who sit on their
seats in the sight of God, fell on their faces and adored God,
saying :
17 We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, who art,
and who wast, and who art to come : because thou hast
taken to thee thy great power, and thou hast reigned.

18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come,
and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and
that thou shouldest_ render reward to thy servants the

them that fear thy name,

little and great, and shouldest destroy them who have

corrupted the earth,

19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven : and
the ark of his testament was seen in his temple, and there

were lightnings, and voices, and an earthquake, and great
il

HIS chapter opens in a very graphic way,
for the sacred writer, who thus far has
merely recorded what he heard and saw, now L
becomes an actor in the sacred drama. His
part is “ to measure the temple of God, and the
altar, and them that adore therein.” This idea
of “measuring ” is familiar from the pages of
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Ezechiel, iv, 6— 5 d
1t T8 day fora year,
i thy ve 2ppointed to thee, aggaﬁfogayhfor
I will Y ace to the siege of Jerusalem n_ai&alt
give "—the speaker is sti]] Our 1o rllid

No i
te the tone of authority and definiteness i,

€¢ g
sac‘l;(‘gll(?tﬁrgi}tlﬁe ::?Ziit}zﬁgf sses,” “fCIOthed 4
ress o
l(rIlz, é{i);’tig:’tpr perhaps “a touch of loca})z(())llzgllfrtf
s e r1l;7e of’ ,t1P1e mourning of the Jews in
g ury ©? 'This is a difficulty, and
gl 1(\3/1’{!12111 80. As Swete well éays-
oy oses and Elias, nor Elias and
» nor Enoch anc! Elias, can exhaust

tion (1260 days), though, as verses 5and 6 show

Suggested doubtless by Ma]. ; -

l_\;smrol of the Transﬁg}rrurafidillzl’\/ﬁ;.@iind bth11<l ;

ne,ss:i:s’ I{’;\Ze YC?utto ygl?e“(tl.le. fact that ,tﬁé wit-
X1, ’

appear to be put forward as WZ:%I-I?Sgw;hiiatr}:c:}-’

i
de:fgl z}r;(c)i Enoqh, men who have not tasted
b dlm their birth (Gigot).—Olive-trees
rand :ndeljtlcks (verse 4), speak of the rieZi-
g Illd ingship of Our Lord, the Lipht of
o eo; s The olive-tree (cp. Zach., iv ?x 14)
« t;})l c1a'ly a symbol of the Jewish Cl’lur,ch ’ ‘ti

e Christian, (Cp. Rom., xi 17-20.) "%‘Iﬁe
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ignations richly picture those who in all
bear witness to Our Lord, and “ continue
im in His temptations ” (Lk., xxii, 28).
shall ever share a full measure of their
’s protecting love (cp. Mk., xvi, 17, 18),
“jif any man will hurt them, fire shall
s out of their mouths, and shall devour
enemies ’ by the fire of the word they
. (Cp.Jer.,v,14.) Thereferences in verse
inly recall Moses and Elias specially to
cp. Exod., vii, 17, and 3 Kings, xvii, 1)
Il of the power of the ministry of the
ses, “until they have finished their
ony.” And in that day, ““the beast”
we shall meet again in xiii, 1), (cp. Dan.,
), the Prince of this World, ‘“ who has no
in Our Lord ” (Jn., xiv, 30)—the beast
meth,” and ‘‘ shall make war against them,
shall overcome them, and kill them.”
hour will come when whosoever killeth
1 think that he doeth a service to God ”
i, 2). “ The heathens shall come into
inheritance, O Lord ; they shall defile
ly temple : they shall make Jerusalem as
to keep fruit : they shall give the dead
of Thy servants to be meat for the fowls
e air, the flesh of Thy saints for the beasts
ne earth. They shall pour out their blood
ter, round about Jerusalem, and there
1all be none to bury them > (Ps., Ixxviii, 1-3 ;
P. verses 8, g, 10, of this chapter). The very
ime of the City shall be changed by reason of
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the deeds there perpetrated ; no longer Jery-
sale{n, the City of Peace, but now Sodom (cp,
Is., i, 10 ; Jer., xxiii. 14 ; Ezech,, xvi, 46 ; Osee,
1v. 14), and Egypt, the land of captivity (cp.
Ezech., xxiii, 21. 27), shall be its name—and in
that City “the Lord was crucified ” —(Cp,
Jn.,xv, 20)—“ Men of all races and nationalities
gaze at the spectacle which lasts three and a
half days—as many days as the years of the
witnesses’ prophesying—a short triumph in
point of fact, but long enough to bear the
semblance of being complete and final. The
delight of the spectators is represented as at once
fiendish and childish (v, 10) ; they not only
leave the bodies without burial (for which crime
cp. Gen., xxiii, 4 ; Ecclus., vi. 3; Is., xxii, 16),
but refuse to permit the friends of the martyrs to
bury them. (Cp. Tobias, xviii. 1). Further,
they celebrate their victory by keeping holiday
and exchanging gifts. Notice the very telling
reason given for this ill-mannered outburst of
joy: ‘““because the two prophets tormented
them ”! How true in every age! “ These
things are hard sayings, and who can bear
them?” (Jn.,vi, 61, 67).—And so, with a brief
picture of the ultimate triumph of the witnesses,

the story of this episode comes to an end (cp.

I Thess., iv, 16, 17.) ““ The second woe is past

and behold the third woe will come quickly ”

(perhaps in xii, 12) I—There are writers of name

who have made the downfall of the Roman

Empire the basis of the story described in this

Qo0
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t we have chosen rather the
ctionlzlf% Jerusalem as furnishing its main
me, and in so doing, we are able to glirle an

retation to a most difficult passage, 11; aj:tls
stent and supported by good aut or}tyl:
then, is the measuring of the sacred write

s rod. i
‘ in verse 15 we hear the trumpet-ca
3 gw?gltllrll legel !5 He has ““ good tldlng’s of
joy that shall be to all the people ” to
sclaim. We are to  hear of the dispensation
the grace of God which is given towards 1(1)s
shes., iii, 2);  we look for the Saw1our,d uli:
]e,sus Christ, who will reform the body o ;
rlowness ”’ (Phil., iii, 21). Behold He i
‘the head of the Book it is written tha s
ould do His Father’s Will, and His Father wi
“ gll men be saved, and come to the knovv:c
e of the truth ” (I Tim., i, 4). A grea

ge is at hand : *in times past we walked

ildren
s of the flesh, and were by nature chi
; th  (Ephes., ii, 2, 3) ; but ** now1s cfom(;
ilvation, and strength, and the klrl_gdgm of ou
jod, and the power of His Christ” (Apoc.,
i. 10). (Cp. Apoc., xix, 6, 16). All this is
b%y set forth by ‘ the great voices 1n
eaven,” in verses 15-17. And of this Kl.I.lngIn.
re shall be no end! (Cp. Dan,, 11, 44;

9I



The Apocalypse of St. John
Note the solemn

i lemnity of verse .
strictly speaking, run on into cf. x| &
pie of God 1S Opened ”~a . The e s

. . . ar
or aarrrrll(i)énent, since it is opened Egairf Iilrtxl})’cvbm
o e ﬁ;&at 8Igns, we are given a vision' gf
maculate, Queen of Angels Queen
b

of Apostles, .
the Incarnate %;/1253. of all Saints—Mother of

eat sign appeared in heaven: A woman clothed
sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head
wn of twelve stars :
being with child, she cried-travailing in birth, and
to be delivered.
there was seen another sign in heaven : and behold
d dragon, having seven heads, and ten horns :
s heads seven diadems :
{ his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven,
them to the earth : and the dragon stood before
an who was ready to be delivered ; that, when she
delivered, he might devour her son.
d she brought forth a man child, who was to rule
ns with an iron rod : and her son was taken up to
d to his throne.
the woman fled into the wilderness, where she had
pared by God, that there they should feed her a
and two hundred sixty days.
there was a great battle in heaven, Michael and

fought with the dragon, and the dragon fought
angels :
they prevailed not, neither was their place found
in heaven.
d that great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the devil and Satan, who seduceth the whole
and he was cast unto the earth, and his angels were
down with him.
| T heard a loud voice in heaven, saying : Now is
: tion, and strength, and the kingdom of our God,
power of his Christ : because the accuser of our
is cast forth, who accused them before our God
night.
nd they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb,
e word of the testimony, and they loved not their

92 to death,
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12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and
therein. Woe to the earth, and to the sea,

devil is come down unto you, having great wra
that he hath but a short time,

13 And when the drag
earth, he persecuted the
man child : )

14 And there were given to the woman two wings of 5
great eagle, that she might fly into the desert unto her

place, where she is nourished for a time and times, and half
a time, from the face of the serpent.
15 And the serpent cast out of
Woman, water as it were a river ;
to be carried away by the river.

16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth

opened her mouth, and swallowed up the river, which the
dragon cast out of his mouth.

17 And the dragon was angry against the woman : and
went to make war with the rest of her seed, who keep the

commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ,

18 And he stood upon the sand of the sea.

IT is our Blessed Lady who now “ cometh up

from the desert, flowing with delights, leaning
upon her Beloved : this is she that cometh forth,
fair as the moon, bright as the sun, terrible as an
army set in array ” (Cant., vi. 9, 10). And at
once there is described most wonderfully the
envy of the devil against the Child of Mary from
the very first—the malice of the great red dragon,
who had by his rebellion swept a third part of
the angelic host into perpetual enmity of God—
the birth of Emmanuel, who shall “rule all
nations with a rod of iron ”’ Scp. Ps, ii)-—and
the utter rout of the fallen angels by St. Michael

9%

because the
th, knowing

on saw that he was cast unto the
woman, who brought forth the

his mouth after the
that he might cause her

you that dwe]]
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: heir place was found no
" Aniglis‘;esr?. th%:chte wl?ole story “of thf;
;Itlion and its fruits (lcp: Is:ll}z:sétx;g;l g14a)1 nld
is gloriou

€ langlfi%ee g;:; 1'fogundersta.nd, and all
tla‘:t%s ciln the great proclamation oorfd Svct-:}rli:c

' notes on certain w
8 atfﬁz‘;:hw(r)gses may be of use to tt};z
:n In verse 1, the crown of twelyf s zil y
to Our Lady as Queen of the Wetﬁe
tles. (Cp. Apoc., xxi, 14.) In versg:ogns e
on ilas “ seven heaugsofax(l;c}3 nterilii . e

i erpen o dil. 15 D

dra,g,olllle;?i: I}cee:lls _usp of the pl‘emtude of El:
) en(Ephes., vi, 12), while his “ ten l}iorgzier-

lete crown of strength, portray the g
Izc n with which he pushes his cause Frct
&m In verse 4 the 'dIIg_go.n 1sC1;lci)1r(t1ra%f§r iy
« ” the Divine ' tar
"Lo:(;.) sg;‘sml‘l‘rhe was a murderer fll'lom ;11}3
: i (]n’. viii, 44). Inverse5,t :31 W iy
rule ”’ would better be translaicle s
pherd,” for the Child is *“ the Shep (e:r n
hop of our souls ”’ (ISPet.I, rilzc }?(:S)ﬁiglg t %f i
 11-16 ; S XX SVER t
» ;1'6 « irﬁgot(ixé wilderness,” in verse 6i_£therte
7 be some reference to the Flight }Enti)l %Z?l};
: more probably to the flight of t fi:an 1y
stians to Pella, on the east of the ]orh i
occasion of the persecution ralsedkat tii? o
St. Stephen’s death. (Cp. Mar ,hx, ) 144
ACts, viii, 1.) 'The 1260 days denote the p
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o 71
01{ tsl;:a{leviv;sh war. For the imagery of the f;
sty livl'(erse: 9, ¢p. Our Lord’s words - A
g e lightning falling from heave ’I’
el )- (Cp. Jn., xii, 31.) In verse 1
s ]y g noted that the word “to overco o
ik Ayo enotes martyrdom in the Apocalm ;
thoée Iv)v }f..’ }1, 7 5111, 21), Z.e., “ the testimonypsef:
it 0x ovefl not their lives unto deat}ilo”
it C};; ’E 39; Jn., xii, 25.)—The conclusi(;n
il warfp er (verses 12-18), depicts the inc
il are between the Church and te}f-
i - Quite naturally now, the “ woma ;
Cl;urgl)l sﬂl;;gis for the Church of Christ ?h‘
hath but a ;I;f)arttltéim'g]:l’efoie“"i'lt ; k.EOVlVS o hz
5 it is the la i
S:lgil bpoc., XX, 9), and soon he and h‘:)st I;guzls
S ﬁ cast into everlasting fire (Mt., xxv gI)
“lw : l;nake the most of his opp(’)rturfit‘%es.
mo .gshas‘ of a great eagle,” wings of pro:
o C% uxll:nlg1 t and Iove., shall ever hover over
i ch, in her solitude and affliction, for
i g ;ne Founc!er 1s with her all days even
i tne n:;lumma.tlon of the world, enablil’lg her
o o : fel.' children from being drowned in
" of miquity, “ which the dragon casts
ol 1stmouth, that he may carry her away.”
he 1\%: es of hell shall not prevail again:st
g xv1, 18). So we leave the Evil One
i enrag%duzgr}lx the sand of the sea,” baffled
(G camaged, 2 ; g;urveys the sea of human life.
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CHAPTER XIII

saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having seven
and ten horns, and upon his horns ten diadems, and
»n his heads names of blasphemy.
, And the beast, which I saw, was like to a leopard, and
et were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the
of a lion. And the dragon gave him his own
, and great power.
nd I saw one of his heads as it were slain to death :
is death’s wound was healed. And all the earth was
tion after the beast.
they adored the dragon, which gave power to
and they adored the beast saying : Who is like
east ? and who shall be able to fight with him ?
d there was given to him a mouth speaking great
and blasphemies : and power was given to him to
d forty months.
d he opened his mouth
) blaspheme his name, an
1l in heaven.
it was given unto him to make war with the saints,
ercome them, And power was given him over
ribe, and people, and tongue, and nation.
all that dwell upon the earth adored him, whose
ire not written in the book of life of the Lamb, which
0 from the beginning of the world.
any man have an ear, let him hear.
that shall lead into captivity, shall go into cap-
that shall kill by the sword, must be killed by
Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.
d I saw another beast coming up out of the earth,
d two horns, like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon.
ind he executed all the power of the former beast inv
it; and he caused the earth, and them that dwell

97 g
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therein, to adore the first beast, whose wound to death wag
healed.

13 And he did great signs, so that he made also fire to

come down from heaven unto the earth in the sight of
men

14.' And he seduced them that dwell on the earth, for the
signs, which were given him to do in the sight of the beast,
saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should

make the image of the beast, which had the wound by the
sword, and lived,

15 And it was given him to give life to the image of the
beast, and that the image of the beast should speak ; and

should cause, that whosoever will not adore the image of
the beast, should be slain.

16 And he shall make all, both little and great, rich and
poor, freemen and bondmen, to have a character in their
right hand, or on their foreheads.

17 And that no man might buy or sell, but he that hath

the character, or the name of the beast, or the number of
his name.

18 Here is wisdom. He that hath understanding, let
him count the number of the beast. For it is the number of
aman : and the number of him is six hundred sixty-six.

W AN D the dragon stood upon the sand of the

sea | ” These words completed the last
chapter, and we now pass from Jerusalem, where
the Incarnation was inaugurated, and whose
conduct and destruction formed the background
of the whole picture in chapters xi and xii, to
Rome, where the Princes of the Apostles
preached, and where they sealed their faith by
their blood. We should read and re-read
chapter xii, which forms the half-way house in
the story of the whole Book. For many
chapters previously, we have studied the harvest
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ation, to be reaped in the days of

artllc?ilndgment to come, when Books are
and Seals are broken, and trumpets
and every man shall have his due pralslcz
od. Then, suddenly, we are taken bac
first hour of God’s Eternal Day, when the
| was made flesh, and dwelt amongst usci
re on earth once more, at Bethlehem Sn’
begins the warfare between Ou‘r‘ Lady’s
‘and the Prince of this world. “ Now is
eptable time : now is the day of salva‘uor}l1 g
come salvation, and strength, and ic_I e
dom of our God, and the _power“of ﬁs
»  Now is the season of victory ““ by t 5
of the Lamb ” : “ therefore, rejoice,
s, and you that dwell therein : ha;/le
Aﬁce‘, for our Saviour has overcome t ft:_
> (John, xvi, 33). They are the lglayso Or
deed—days described so fully by Lu
n His discourse to the Twelve at the as(’;
(Read John, xv and xvi). Satan an
were “ thrown down with him ™~ are
1and ready for the fight :and lo’g in deﬁan_ce,|

ands upon the sand of the sea” of Eternity!
hapter xiii we shall read, in figures many
n, of the never-ending warfare‘ ‘he wages
nst the Lord and His anointed.— Close at
St. John (now) sees the Roman Empire,
ore Wideﬁy still, the recurrent persecu-
urling themselves against the Witness
the Church ever opposes to an anti-
n world ; widest of all, the unceasing
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conflict of the spirit of Christ
; pir st and. Anti i
The Church shrinks back upon hersel?t;l(':slllllssitg

er ramparted refuge of

(riarmwed down to h
octrine and of worship ; she is o
o >3 n her def,
2 Hv:;?rld that should have been all Hol
unholiest of cities (Sod
lands (Egypt), na e
( t), nay, one huge Cal
:;zlhlch all the while Christ is r%—emiigz?” Fro
H;t é)ne faithless T,own which nailed fesus ;101
i ;:sss; Slset‘gh}? fi eye n(éw roves to Rome
ither St. ad seen Christ travel ’
slain, in His mart i ol
; yI's, once again, and th
thlﬁct angry, murderous wglid. Thene?;t?liﬁ?
: x%{;tt nig thﬁ tilour of silenced voice, of catacomb-
. sees revival—moral i
frhoqk sets the world to tremble ; obs?irrlgteS(}))(Z?-l
0;33;% de.stroyg In its despair a portion of the
e ter ilnot 1ts majority, one would say, since
e enth of the city falls, and the remainder
-ar-converted, worship God (Martindale). ’

O loving wisdom of our God
When all was sin and7§l;)a3n!é
A second Adam to the fight
= And toithe rescue came.
'wisest love | that fl
Which did o, Aty
Shquld strive afresh agains’f the foe
Should strive, and should prevail.

So let us plunge into th i
! 4 he somewhat difficult
:gd haghly—c;:olopred narrative of thii c}:apief y
ounding in: images drawn from the Old
100
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ament, illustrating the one great theme of
.ontest between the Church of Christ and
VO] ld.
‘saw the beast coming up out of the sea,”
ich the dragon is standing. Clearly the
on and the beast are friends, and soon (v. 2),
. dragon gives the beast his own strength
great power.” Already, in xi, 7, allusion
en made to this Beast, where it stood for
Roman power that destroyed Jerusalem,
city where the Lord was crucified ”; and
we find it at home, in all its glory, the
d enemy of the Church of Christ. In the
dream ”’ of Daniel (Dan., vii, 3-15), a
e which should here be read by all, * four
beasts are seen to come up out of the sea”
h of which stands for an earthly kingdom
mpire, that has had its rise, its zenith, and
The Babylonian, the Median, and the
Empires are no more; but Rome
. St. John now sees but one of the four,
mname is Rome, now mistress of the world.
full, and very wonderful, is the picture of
st in verses 1 and 2. It has “seven
, and ten horns ’—for the number seven
the whole dynasty of the seven Ceesars.
n is made again to them in Apoc.,xvii, 9,
‘the seven heads are seven mountains,
which the woman sitteth, and they are
kings  ; and the name of the woman was
flon,” and Babylon among the Hebrew
ians was the mystic name of Rome. To
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‘those Casars divs
ik twine honour must be pai
X il"‘;lllln’:h}:)trrmu{) was paid, and this Wase tﬁzlg’ b
i oub.e, as we shall see | 'This ex Olu ing
g :sh of blasphemy ” on the heads gfalns
A as the cat-like vigilance and craf’ct }:)?
iy and po
o ?I‘ })l:;‘, aili'1d3t}11e)roa§ tohterrifypo?zrlggxlc r(lii)h
b » 1, 3-11).  Such is the t '
Y name, that is now to deal W(iethy{‘?:llfé 11\1'1350
e

a leopard, the slow strength

flock ”* of Christ |

In verse 3, St. John
ik s » St. John makes i
| g}:z(ierilrtl in the life of Nero, Whicha l}ilrlcs)lt?ari)l t(; aﬂ
AD. 68. Pursued by his enemiZs Ol(ie

inflicted upon him
but i selfa Wound’ OfWhl . 8
Oftherlgrr:llo'ur g}olt abroad in the Easterncgr}(l)i?nlggs’
Tha doros il o he wassstill alive, and in hidin
et er'(s) thq allusion is just merely to sho%;;
i Vigou}:- e(;:utmg power of Nero lived on in all
e L naieb Seinitian (e kv, 8), while if
to whi%:h :h‘i,lwg picture is given of the extent
Temples to t}f mperor-worship was carried
5 i e Casars were to be found in the
e, andlésntl)eromﬁn-Asia—at Ephesus, Perga-
of the Bea t?’ na—*“a//the earth was admiration
i thats : all the earth adored him.” Nay
words that apply to God alone, e.g., “ whois like
gk, ((icp. Mich., vii, 18 ; Is. ] 25 ; xlvi, 5)
able t%p leh to the Beast. And who shall ge’
his follc{vié, : Wlt}-l h.lm ? ”” was the proud boast of
to the mo;ig;sé, p(illptmg ,as has been well observed,
worship, IW ich prompted this blasphemous
3 t was nIot moral greatness, but
02

force,
Roman Provinces.
me exacted and won

two and forty months ’—a

roud shall meet his fall (v. 10).

The Apocalypse of St. John

which commanded the homage of
The invincible power
divine honours for the

and meanest of men.”’” Yet note the

ed “there was given to him ” in these
, showing the true and ultimate source of
wer, without whose permission the very

1 and the Beast combined are powerless !’
power was given him to do (z.e., to carry

limit of time

d from Dan., vii, 25 (cp- xi, 2). In verses
8 we are told of those who felt his scourge,
universality of his sway, and of those who

on his side in this unholy warfare (cp.Apoc.,
8 : xx, 12, 15 ; XXi, 27
an ear, let him hea

But ¢ if any man
¢’ :* be not seduced ;

is not mocked ”’ ; ¢ the patience and the
of the saints ” shall effect a change, and

¢ Such as
r death, to death ; and such as are for the
d. to the sword ; and such as are for famine,
jine ; and such as are for captivity to
ity ” (Jer., xv, 2); ‘“they that take the
shall perish by it” (Mt., xxvi, 5221;
shall “ their names be written in the
flife of the Lamb slain from the beginning
world.”
“ the end is not yet,” for see | * there is
er Beast coming up out of the earth, and
d two horns (symbols of strength), like a

and he spoke as a dragon.” e was e
h to men in the clothing
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bol may well stand for any
nc: : 11::talrensyvrv1;1ich all%es itself with thct:_
orciss of the world against the C1|1ur‘(‘:lb‘cf)e
”__and this is true ﬁn ‘efvery éxggs.i e
ns rash, if we
L l?fr 333 Ig:iond Beast to represent rea{
s 7 (Martindale). Here is wisdom !
%rsélation | Hereis history—the h1s}tlory
‘early times, made by the lggsst, vgB(O)ts}?
or i hose name is y
:_r ~:1sn§ 6C6},revgk letters stood for numbegs,
ero Czesar in Hebrew letters make 666).

The Apocalypse of St. Yohn

of sheep, but inwardly is aravening wolf, ang by
his fruits he shal] be known ” (Matt., vii, 15),
Notice that this Beast comes up out of the
earth ; ” he is “ of the earth, earthy ” ; and he is
called the False Prophet in xvi, 13 ; XiX, 20
XX, 10. He may be St. Paul’s © Man of sin
(IT Thess., ii, 3), but it is perhaps best (and
quite satisfactory) to say that the first Beast
really represented the vast Roman Empire, ag
an institution dominating everywhere, rather
than any particular Emperor ; whereas this
“second ” Beast is an individual—and his name
is Nero ! The “ second Beast is eminently an
anti-religious power, while e first ” g
eminently a civil power, And he did great
signs | ” “for to deceive mankind is the chief
prerogative and power of Satan. A definitely
new cult was abroad, viz.: to promote the
religious use of the busts and statues of the
Emperor, so that when Christians were brought
before Imperial officials, an image of the reigning
Emperor was always produced for them to adore.
“ Magic ”, too, was held jn esteem in high
quarters.  (Cp. St. Paul and Elymas, at Cyprus
Acts xiii, 6, and the ventriloquism in Acts xvi, 6.)
As Swete well sums up the situation described
in verses 13-17 : “ The Second Beast represents
the sorcery and superstition of the age as engaged
in a common attempt to impose the Czsar-cult
upon the Provinces, behind which there lay the
Satanic purpose of bringing ruin upon the
rising Christian churches. And in its wider
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be tormented with fire and brimstone in the sigh
holy angels and in the sight of the Lamb.

d the smoke of their torments shall ascend up fe
ad ever : neither have they rest day nor night, wh
ored the beast, and his image, and whoever receivet
er of his name.

Here is the patience of the saints, who keep t
dments of God, and the faith of Jesus.

2 And I heard a voice from heaven, saying to me

Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord. Fro

now, saith the Spirit, that they may rest fro

ours ; for their works follow them.

1 saw, and behold a white cloud ; and upon tl
ne sitting like to the Son of man, having on his he:
h of gold, and in his hand a sharp sickle.

And another angel came out from the temple cryil
loud voice to him that sat upon the cloud : Thrt
kle, and reap, because the hour is come to rea

‘harvest of the earth is ripe.
nd he that sat on the cloud thrust his sickle into t

the earth was reaped.
nd another angel came out of the temple which
en, he also having a sharp sickle.
nd another angel came out from the altar, who b
over fire ; and he cried with a loud voice to him t!
harp sickle, saying : Thrust in thy sharp sick
ther the clusters of the vineyard of the earth ; beca
pes thereof are ripe.
9 And the angel thrust in his sharp sickle into the eat
sathered the vineyard of the earth, and cast it into
ss of the wrath of God :
the press was trodden without the city,
e out of the press, up to the horses’ bridles, f
and six hundred furlongs.

CHAPTER XIV

AND 1 beheld, and lo
ND T 4 a lamb stood upon mo i
:g(tihtgzn:l :Irrxl (lauérfl%ll:edf" fot}'lty-four thousgnd, ha\?iﬁtg iligrxlfazld
s Father, written on their f 1
2 And I heard a voice from h s,
vol eaven, as the noi
‘V;EEEBS,I ?:Lgr?is the voice of great thunder ;e :3:18 etlcl)c{ r‘r};réy
i » Was as the voice of harpers, harping on thei:
3 And they sung as it wer
€ a new canticl
;}Illzci):;t,s fmd J)efore the four living creaitiree’s beafgfie glle
e ’foa;'rtly _fgﬁrn;ﬁn could say the canticle, ’but thos:
e, ousand, who were purchased from
b 1:1.tl’£:hese are they who were not defiled with women :
sl heygzl:thwrg’lrnlfé These follow the Lamb whitherso-:
: se
the ﬁiit-ﬁ.'uits to God ar‘:;f I:) It)}‘:;cﬁﬁgg f e
i éq A hd in their mouth there was founc‘l no lie ; for th
6‘3;;1 émlt spot before the throne of God .
e P saw another angel flying through the midst of
<y ;(;,rllngh:h:a rc:;)ernald gospel, to preach unto them
and tongue, and people ) and over every nation, and tribe,
/ H;]1 iz:))rrlmg th)th a loud voice : Fear the Lord, and give
v adorgl;rlc-e’ hifr(;altlﬁe the hour of his judgment’ is come;
thg f?\l;lntains b w’atei; 'made heaven and earth, the sea, and
d another angel i
! © angel followed, :
ffa?glon. is fallen, is fallen ; which macsizy;ﬁgn;zti(;{;};if) dg: ok
: f&:éllti of ltcll}e wrath of her fornication
voice : If alfytngg ggﬁlafg(l)ﬁvﬁd glem’ saying with a louf
receive his character in his foreh i .and. .
r ead, or in his hand ;
Whligh}iI: also shall drink of the wine of thelzvr:trlll of God,
mingled with pure wine in the cup of his wrath,
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IE scene now changes, and in a mom
are caught up from flames of anger ¢
tion into the pastures of the G¢
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:vrzgrczldof punishments, has be
o )?i? this take place ? Outside Je

» X1, 12), for on the Mount ofrlgall'Iem

1ves

(Zach., xiv 10) sto
b, od the wi
where once He kol eiglrllﬁl ﬁ:ess of the King,
‘ pain,

our mother ; and
for thOSe who ¢ b ]
: » Striving
srand: ¢ b th
SR as of a lamb un8p};tte§
i works, to O;Iesrcézniﬁs Yel:e cleansed
(Heb. il v} (O Bkt vy T O

IIO

gun to work. Apg

CHAPTER XV

saw another sign in heaven, great and wonderful :
angels having the seven last plagues. For in them

d up the wrath of God.
I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire,

em that had overcome the beast, and his image, and
ber of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having
rps of God :
nd singing the canticle of Moses, the servant of God,
e canticle of the Lamb, saying : Great and wonderful
v works, O Lord God Almighty ; just and true are
s, O King of ages.
o shall not fear thee, O Lord, and magnify thy
For thou only art holy : for all nations shall come,
hall adore in thy sight, because thy judgments are

t.
d after these things I looked ; and behold, the
= of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was

d the seven angels came out of the temple, having
en plagues, clothed with clean and white linen,

about the breasts with golden girdles.
d one of the four living creatures gave to the seven
seven golden vials, full of the wrath of God, who

for ever and ever.
1d the temple was filled with smoke from the majesty

od, and from his power ; and no man was able to
into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven
were fulfilled.

Incarnation of Our Blessed Lord, when,
the fulness of time, God sent His Son
 the world, made of a woman, made under
aw, to draw all men to Himself, yet to be a
111
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trol is given over the forces of Nature,
may be necessary for giving effect to
e Will (cp. xiv, 18). Their vials are
he wrath of God,” whereas .the bowls
ders (ch. v) were full of the incense of
rs of the Saints. (Cp. II Cor., i, 15,
And the temple was filled with smoke

 piece of Old Testament symbolism.
vi, 4 ; Exod., xix, 18)—" and no man
to enter into the temple, until the seven
the seven Angels were fulfilled,”—
y shall be shown to idolatrous Rome,

The Apocalypse of St. Fohn

now, with * the harps of God ” in their hapgg
like the Elders in v, 8, and the 144,000 in xiy. »
they sing “the canticle of Moses, and the
canticle of the Lamb.” Throughout verse .
there has been strong reference to Exodus, ang
this is now emphasised (cp. Exod., xv, 1). Iy
singing the canticle of the Lamb, the Martyrs
acknowledge that it is by our Redeemer’s merits
they have conquered. They share the victory
of their Lord over sin and death (Apoc., iii, 21),
(Cp. Jn., xvi, 33; Apoc., i, 18). Like the
Magnificat, the words of their song come almost
exclusively from the Old Testament (Ps., Ix
9 ; Ps., cxxxviii, 14 ; Amos, iv, 13 ; Deut., xxxi
4; Jer., x, 7; Tobias, xiii, 10; Mal., i, 11). I
is strongly and strangely Hebraistic throughout,
all concerned with the glory of God, and the
issue of the great world-drama in which they
have played a part. :
“ And after these things,” the seven Angels
come forth from the Temple vested in cere
monial garments ! Their vestments are those
worn by the priests of the Temple when
engaged in the liturgical services (Lev., XV, 45
Exod., xxviii, 39, 40). The Great High Priest
Himself, the Son of Man, is depicted as wearing
these garments in i, 13. (Cp. Apoc., xix, 8.) 4
Their golden girdles are symbols of royalty an&
of the priestly functions. Indeed they 2f€
“ ministering spirits ”’ (Heb., i, 14) sent t0 €%
the will of God! And to them by “one @
the four living creatures ” (cp. iv, 6; V» 147
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be prepared for the kings from the rising of

saw from the mouth of the dragon, and from
beast, and from the mouth of the false

CHAPTER XVI ‘of the
hree unclean spirits like frogs.
are the spirits of devils working signs, and
) unto the kings of the whole earth, to gather
against the great day of the Almighty God.
J1d. I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth

his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see

AND I heard a great voic
seven angels : Go, and po(zn(') ‘;fn? fhtéle rnple, siyicRy
. G;)Slupon ok e seven vials of the wg
2 And the first went, and poured is vi

earth, and there fell a sore ang ;’li-zvoigt;gzgéal ol

who had the character of the beast ; and el

adorcXI gle image thereof. ; upon SO
3 And the second angel poured is vi

sea, and there came blood af it wereogf il ﬁe;]élalmupo'n 4

everyAlncflln}gl soul died in the sea. 3
4 And the third poured out his vial i

the fzuntams of waters ; and there wasurlx)l(;ﬁedkljorcgem

< _i OnI(j I heard the angel of the waters saying : Thou

Jhs ! o.rd, who art, and who wast, the Holy One, beca

t %ull?last _]lwludged these things : 8

or they have shed the blood of sai !

o v of saints and prophe

v;:) rtli};?u hast given them blood to drink ; for they:

7 And I heard another, from the alta i
I 3 r, saying : Yea,

LosrdAng Almighty, true and just are thy juggrx%ents.
e nd the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the St

n 1}\ was given unto him to afflict men with heat and
b19 hnd men were scorched with great heat, and th

1asp emed the name of God, who hath power over he

p agut;i, neither did they penance to give him glory.

fIcla1 nd the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the se

of the beast; and his kingdom became dark, an .
gnawed their tongues for pain :

h 11 And they blasphemed the God of heaven, because
their pains and wounds, and did not penance Iof
works. :

12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon &
great river Euphrates ; and dried up the water thereol,

116

shall gather them together into a place, which

called Armageddon.
e seventh angel poured out his vial upon the
came a great voice out of the temple from the

: It is done.
¢ were lightnings, and voices, and thunders,

great earthquake, such an one as never had
n were upon the earth, such an earthquake,

great city was divided into three parts ; and
Gentiles fell. And great Babylon came in
‘before God, to give her the cup of the wine

tion of his wrath.
ery island fled away, and the mountains were

eat hail, like a talent, came down from heaven
and men blasphemed God for the plague of
se it was exceeding great.

is come, and the story moves
dy. The voice of God is heard (xvi, 1) :

pour out the seven vials of the wrath
pon the earth |” The command is
the seven simultaneously, and, one
ey now advance to execute their task.
see the close affinity in the narrative
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to the record of s
and to the Visft};iil;llasguv?,ip iEgy Pt in Exodys was poured out “ on the seat of the
seven trumpet-blasts in cﬁc acCompany ¢h ,, on the city of Rome itself, but now
Nos. 1, 6 and g, are mentionc VII-X1.  Plagye go yet further afield, and the enemies
Wog. 2 5 5 G - lovi-l,id I%ere, also Blasg ¢ of Rome from distant parts, “the
entirely new ; and it shoy Id b ¢ fourth alone § he whole earth,” shall play their part
no personal S’uﬂ'erin i i € noted that whyil ivine vengeance. This is the most
first five of the E 8 Is mnfiicted on Man by "g.section of all, and perhaps the most
as it is also the most difficult to explain.

four of the Trun%y Ef ial.] plagues, or by the firg
e o nons, he is ati t. John was under the influence of
rotion when he wrote these lines, and

at the very outset of the present cycle.  (Swete,
something incoherent and rugged in

[With verse 2, cp. Exod.,, ix, 9, 10, and for thos
g. He seems to lose his sense of
10 longer pays attention to style. He

€¢
Ca‘:sho had the mark of the beast,” ie. th
ar-worshippers, cp. xiv, g-11.] 'The secon

hings by pictures which to us may seem

, because we belong to a different

Vial (in verse 3), corresponds ;
’ en
socond Trumper (v ) and b e i
14), Whe};‘e ailﬁv?;t Egyptian plague (Exod., vii environment, but which to his readers
The “ sea ” is oftexf lﬁsgﬁe;e tﬁlrned into t century would be comparatively
symbol of mankind i tne Apocalypiuy are taken hurriedly to the banks of
the fountains of generally.—The rivers ai ates, that * great river” already
more terrible a m_wa_ters are now made blood (; in C(;nnection with the sixth Trumpet
Angel of the W iction than in viii, 11), and €8 15), but here to be treated in a totally
reason wh h.aters (a new expression) gives the lar tone and way. The Sixth Trumpet
Y, s words being confirmed Dy the Angels who were detained at this
who, when released, set in motion an
host ; while the Sixth Vial drains the

Angel from the Altar,
The results of the outpouring of the fourth
e River, and thus opens the way for the
e of the *“ Kings from the East ’—the

and fifth Vials are the sam : ;
e ase Of
blasphemy of the Name of ng a(rgpmlc:? liie: 55
guard of the forces flocking to the last
It is the spectre of War, as Fr. Allo

James, ii, 7 ; Rom., ii : :
Mol : ) )Z;IT.,VI,I’
21?1;) %Eﬂlngtﬁf th}(la heart, as v:r}ith Phaigl)h inE ) pt
» 80 that they refused to God the tribute of an ;
conversion which He demanded of them. vfs 4a ga:;n ? 3? l?eiirsdig) I;r?gsitdv?rﬁf Zg
1 (cp. xvii, 16 ; xix, 17 ; XX, 7),—seven
y 119
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The story increases in its awful details. The
118
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work of Satan.” These three “ un-
its 7" are like frogs, and there may again
ce to the plague of Egypt (Exod., viii,
xi, 10), but the parallel is not too close.
¢ proverbial for their constant and

ess noise. Fr. Allo aptly quotes St.
. “ Rana est loquacissima vanitas ”

The Apocalypse of St. John

timesinall | Now St. John a
. l
it}slethe greatest of exterior calxi};?erseg? rf,is ;
g :X:fmﬁl_e of the Prophets and the s’,ac;) .
thians istory. So here he figures tlrf3 o
of Roﬁlzt ;lsli’lci’stn;le the most dangerous er(:eP
» s his own enemies, and thus, withoy
at all sharing in the s 5, and thus, withey
day, he ha uperstitious beliefs of hj
Whyich the Svl(:re;rencaomnz:i e(r)xf ec%l ihe ﬂoa.ting terror Ixxvii, . The mouth, the organ of
throughout the Roman 1§ ¢ Parthians caugs e chief source of human influence, is
make them the most st 'lr{(?vmce- of Asia, ¢ used in the Apocalypse as an instru-
deVTaﬁtazlion he is recordsinlg 8 picture th of good and of evil (cp. i, 165 ix,
e dryin g ¢: xii, 15)—Thus are the forces
suggests Izle gdll.lsl,)ir? e Wfaters of the Euphrate Sﬂ’mt gathesz for the Battle, to be
Xiv, 21), or of the J%rlcligno Jthe Red Sea (Exod n xvii, 14 ; XiX, 19-21, On “ the day of
xi, 15 ; Jer., li, 36 ; 29 (Josue, iif, 17), (cH familiar O.T. phrase for the day of
remarks : ““ St JOhI,l had to ct 11). - o en God will punish His enemies (cp-
vants of God in the fi 0 convey to the sl & Ezech., xiii, 5; Joel, i, 11511
invasions, which i rISt i iy tidings of gy il ‘ :Ié g 1L Ti.r’n i ’12 ,18) i ;
Roman 1?;0wer \%(})lu dEuItlmately break up the ‘ ry ’is now cgnl,ple'c,ed by the warning
possible illustl.'at‘ e Euphrates was his onl p. iii 3; also 1 Thess., v, 2 ; 11 Pet
Jeremias had pr lg‘n' Moreover, the Py d we are led “ to a I;Iac’e which in
- God ” (xlvi Ig) e;_llcltled this of the enemies O is called Armageddon,” the plane of
story), R o G dverse 13 (to continue the the battlefield most familiar to the
as in xii, 3, i.., S ade of the Dragon (the same n. or to the student of Hebrew history
the ert)e-fOI-'C.: ?t?}lln), of the Beast (as in Xiii,'l i 27 ; 1I Parali XXXV 22) It was
also of the Fale 0]_; e world, the Roman Empite; geddon (x milels).’S W. of Nazareth)
by this name ;Sebuiollsi}sleafésr;)?:tiartrilgﬁti}(l)erﬁd ;)Iifjo' orah and Igarak overt'hre.:w Jabin (Jud.,,
L e e P i,
He stands }f"ozvithe E}(lﬁalssiccs’giiggisg o(;freflgf’ hlI ! itself into the memory of thfe).’]ewisﬁ
made common cause with the temporal power in doﬂwl;:a?(l):r?gngﬁ ig\fv g gjéasqilf;?de ‘;zugr};
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ggfﬁ;ce of national grief ” (Swete), (cp. E
e %oztﬁ). lIt' 18 many miles from the ‘.if 4

S e Pp ain of Esdraelon : but what o o
e ;natter ! The two names, more 93
than any others, bring out the lesso o
1ng.g:rl}rlltended. " and

e end is now described i i
gf the Vial of the seventh Alrrllggll,e alégg;ng o
nZv gr?;lt signs and upheavals, “ such 211):
Foreiheeefgrrsring% Itrlllen v‘}rlere upon the earthy
 the phrase cp.

Ige,band Aggaeus ii, 7, with the c%mggrﬁ{éry
g Jt(Illl, 27, For”the division of the cit
et ree parts” [a difficult phrase, bu
i Iaccept P:f Allo’s interpretation’ the
o ely means “ completely ”—an utter ruin

: o}r:me. trinum perfectum ] it is well to com
a e vxi at s said of Jerusalem in Zach., xiv, 4, §
lg. ii 0 Jer., xxx, 23, 24).—The ﬁgures’
(I))ve)rTh in verses 19 and 20 depict the complet
. row of the political power of Rome in al
StOrprovmces (in ““every island ”’), while th
o ﬁ; colncludes with a reference to yet one more
bl ]}:)Xz%uesi }(;f Izigypt—the desolating plague of
ey é), » 24). (cp. Ezech., xxxviii, 223

e came one of the seven angels, who had the seven
Joke with me, saying : Come, I will shew thee
anation of the great harlot, who sitteth upon

whom the kings of the earth have committed
and they who inhabit the earth, have been
k with the wine of her whoredom.
e took me away in spirit into the desert. And I
sitting upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of
phemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
he woman was clothed round about with purple
and gilt with gold, and precious stones and
g a golden cup in her hand, full of the abomina-
ess of her fornication.
her forehead a name was written : A mystery ;
great, the mother of the fornications, and the
ons of the earth.
saw the woman drunk with the blood of the
dith the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And I
n I had seen her, with great admiration.
angel said to me : Why dost thou wonder ?
the mystery of the woman, and of the beast
her, which hath the seven heads and ten

east, which thou sawest, was, and is not, and
p out of the bottomless pit, and go into destruc-
the inhabitants on the earth (whose names are
in the book of life from the foundation of the
| wonder, seeing the beast that was, and is not.
te is the understanding that hath wisdom.
en heads are seven mountains, upon which the
itteth, and they are seven kings :

are fallen, one is, and the other is not yet come :
is come, he must remain a short time.
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* the great harlot ” (v, i), and a city of

The Apocalypse of St. John
Power, the enemy of Our Lord and His Ch

ruling the world b C} ? is, his eyes
was riade of the ¢ c}:’o}:)r&l:?’{;); (t:ﬁ g © mentig deecazrie %2“3&13& t:;;y, . CVZI'Y
1 Beast in xij sortlzme her covering,” all © gilt with

S ’

1-8, but ““ scarlet "’ conveys the idea

and distinction, suggest};ve too o?f iﬁl’end in her hand a cup of gold. Well may
purple, and even, as some take it, of the mare: pder, with a great wondering ! Fle needs
blood it caused to flow. And th,e Beast is “ éter, and lo ! one is at hand (v, 7t) yi
of names of blasphemy ”—again an increase o the mystery of the woman, and of the
what we are told in xiii, 1, for here they cove: ¥ i chis ho docs in A
whole body, and not unnaturally, for h i tion — The beast which thot

Roman Empire reeked with the bIasphem 51), and is not, and shall come up out
) omless pit, and go into destruction ]

VYO}I;Shlp of the Emperors.”—Notice the amazin Ttk :
richness of the woman’s apparel described begins. The “h easlt : lsd egplag ntq ﬁ
¢« woman ’’ is not clearly defined t1

verse 4 ; ““ and on her forehead ” (not brandet
on the flesh, but tied on as a labeg, as 'v;:: h (Cp. for the whole passage, II Thess.,
2 St. John here refers once more to the

custom for Roman harlots), “a name wa
written : A mystery : (as at i, 20, cp. II Thess ea regarding Nero, that he would be
1, 7): Babylon (the secret name for Rom the sword, and go into the bottomless
among the Christians of the first century (cp. ppear as a conqueror, and finally go
Peter, v, 13), the great, the mother (the Jeader, ction. But “ here is the understand-
the chief patron), of the fornications, and the th wisdom ”’, here is the real solution.
gbommauops of the earth ”’ | But more : *“ She , 18). ““The seven heads are seven
is drunk with the blood of the saints, and with » “the seven hills of Rome, upon
the. bloqd of the martyrs of Jesus,” for this was e woman sitteth ”’ in power over the
written in the time of Nero, when the blood of . races of the Empire. And there are
martyrs was ““ poured out like water ”’ (Ps., 78 Kings,” seven Emperors (cp. I Pet., 11,
3), in the streets of Rome. (Cp. xvi, 6; xviii, ), of whom  five are fallen,” not merely
2'4‘); ' “fallen ’ from their high estate.
.3 And I wondered ” I—as well he might, fof es are: Julius Casar, Augustus,
he had seen wonderful things that day, ] Gaius, and Claudius. The ‘ one

things very different from what he had expectéds '

“i8 Nero. “ The other is not yet come ¥
Had he not been invited to see “ the condemna= Galba), who “when he is come shall
126
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remain but a e ; :
true, for he rei?:gl;}(;ré ;lri?; ’se\?esn III; fact qu shows, to the las* days of the Rongan
murdered in January, A.p. 6 T(})lnthS, bein “and represent the forces which,
N r Ghon back B sere %-‘“ . en at opy t of the Empire i self, like horns from a
which was, and is not ”—who now © thell ead, and carrying on many of the worst
“ the eighth,” i.e., Domitian, a se pr?ives tog jons of the Empire, would turn their arms
Nero redivious, who, like ﬁero C(i)rllld %\Iero, st Rome, anc} bring about h(‘z‘r downfall.:
hideous vices, and cruelly persecuted thu %ed. | ‘power as kings will come ™ one hour
@ans, The resemblance of these two r?n 3 Wit 16,,; Apoc., xviil, 10, 17, 19),
1s recognised by the Roman poet Onst r the beast”; ar,l’d, like the beast, they
(Sat,, iv, 37), and as Swete says Izand’ F]uv it t one design,’” to perseCute’fhe Church
agrees) : *‘ the shadow of Neroyhovers ozé 8 ‘to fight V::lth the Lamb,” as we are
and since Domitian was Jiving at the timr al 14. But “the Lamb shall overcome
John wrote, he cannot refer to him by na S " He is Lord of lords, and King of
he calls him (nicknames hi Y NAmEy uch wll be the issue of the Battle of
i 5 R I, 33 G don, to be described in ch. xix.
*“ Nero ” instead. Domitian’s end was ““ to @ : . s
into destruction * indeed. for on Septernber I chapter ends with a solem‘r‘l predICtIOI,'l,
AD. 96, he was assassinated aftef - teriil g the fate of Rome. The *“ ten horns,
struggle with his murderers. ) g e (v, 2), Shaltacen Dk of 1
The explanation of * the ten horns” no3 S and “ eat her flesh, and * burn her
follows. 'Their symbolism is taken from Danie Thus Alaric, King of the Visigoths,
(vii, 24), and already we have seen them at xiii 1 e in 409 ; Attlla’, King of the Huns,
and xvii, 13. In Daniel, as Fr. Allo points ol Vorthern Italy up to the walls of Rome
the horns are kingdoms ; in St. John they stant
for individual sovereigns, not yet worthy of being
called ““ heads,” but only “ horns.” 'They havé
yet to grow, like the horn of Daniel, vii, 20, 243
and become the “ kingdoms of the future e
royaumes .a'e Pavenir. And so,as Swete remarks:
the ten kings (the number need not be pressed
g QIOS?IY) belong to a period which in 9t
John’s time was still remote ; they belong, #
128

ant of the invading kings declared that
€ conscious of a divine mission in their
Alaric, for example, told his people that
€ ever cried to him on the Danube:
and destroy Rome,” while Attila claimed
| ‘129 I



The Apocalypse of St. John

as his official title, “ The Scou ]
(Ratton)—thus fulfilling the Wordggien (\)rfers ol

“ God hath given into their h
which pleaseth Him.” earts to do -

CHAPTER XVIII

se things, I saw another angel come down
having great power: and the earth was
his glory.
d out with a strong voice, saying : Babylon
len, is fallen ; and is become the habitation
e hold of every unclean spirit, and the hold
and hateful bird :
- all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath
tion ; and the kings of the earth have com-
ication with her ; and the merchants of the
made rich by the power of her delicacies.
ard another voice from heaven, saying : Go
my people ; that you be not partakers of her
u receive not of her plagues.
have reached unto heaven, and the Lord
red her iniquities.
her as she also hath rendered to you ; and
ouble according to her works : in the cup
mingled, mingle ye double unto her.
she hath glorified herself, and lived in
ch torment and sorrow give ye to her;
th in her heart : I sit a queen, and am no
sorrow I shall not see.
shall her plagues come in one day, death
‘and famine, and she shall be burned with
use God is'strong, who shall judge her.
kings of the earth, who have committed
d lived in delicacies with her, shall weep,
emselves over her, when they shall see the
urning :
- afar off for fear of her torments, saying :
great city Babylon, that mighty city : for
thy judgment come.
merchants of the earth shall weep, and
: for no man shall buy their merchandise
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the light of the lamp shall shine no more at all in
the voice of the bridegroom and the bride shall
o more at all in thee : for thy merchants were the
of the earth, for all nations have been deceived
antments.

| in her was found the blood of prophets and of
of all that were slain upon the earth.

The Apocalypse of St. Fohn

12 Merchandise of gold and si i
and of pearls, and ﬁ%le linen sz‘grp?ﬁ-d lgrecmus Stones
scarlet (and all thyine wood, and all msnr; o
ivory, and all manner of vessels of preciouser 'E) e
brass, ng qf iron, and of marble. Sone
%3 cinnamon,) and odours, and oi
anertlse, ax:id v}slfine, ar)ld oil, and fine c}igigtrzircllt’viﬁga? 3
easts, and s ‘ lay
it m:rel}.), and horses, and chariots, and slaye
14 And the fruits of the desire of th
from thee, and all fat and goodly thingg ;:elﬂ giil?? 3
thee, ?{‘lﬁl they sillall find them no more at all e
15 The merchants of these things, who were made rie
shall stand afar off from : s, 2l
- gngnmournmg. om her for fear of her torments, wee
I d saying : Alas ! alas ! that gr i ich wi
clothed with fine linen and purple amgi seéi;rlcf::y;:vdh;ga}:s .
with gold and precious stones and pearls. : ]
17 For in one hour are so great riches come to nought
and every shipmaster, and all that sail into the lake, ar
mariners, and as many as work in the sea, stood afar off.
18 A.nd.crled, seeing the place of her burning
What city is like to this great city ? , :
19 And they cast dust upon their heads, and eri
weeping and mourning, saying: Alas! alas! that gre:
city, wherein all were made rich, that had ships at séa, b
reason of her prices : for in one hour she is made desolat
20 Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostt
and prophets : for God hath judged your judgment on he
21 And a mighty Angel took up a stone as it were a grea
millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying : With suc
violence as this shall Babylon that great city be thrown dow!
and shall be found no more at all :
22 And the voice of harpers, and of musicians, and €
them that play on the pipe and on the trumpet, S
more be heard at all in thee : and no craftsmen of an¥ &
whatsoever shall be found any more at all in thee : anGis
sound of the mill shall be heard no more at all in thee :

132

chapter we read the conclusion of the

¢« Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen ”’

pire has come to nought, her trade has

i from her. The announcement is

r a new Angel, with a strong voice, who

oross the earth a belt of light (cp. Ezech.,

by which we see the City to be indeed
d ” of ““ every unclean spirit, of every
and hateful “bird ”—the evil spirits
- over Rome like harpies awaiting their
hen, in verse 4, another voice > is
parently the voice of Our Lord Him-
t speaks of : “ My people 7 ; and they
en “ go out ” from the city, as He told
tians to “ go out’ from Jerusalem
¢ fell (cp. Jer.,, 1, 85 li, 45)." Then
full and vivid description of the utter
f the vast trade of Rome with Egypt
ast, with which we may well compare
pse of the trade of Tyre in Ezechiel
, (cp. also Is., xlvii, 15). It begins
. 5, 6 and 7), by a strong assertion
tremity of her guilt (cp. Ps., CXXXVi,
AiIel'., 1,29; xvi, 18; Is,, x1, 2), which
A calls for an extremity of punishment.
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A divine lex jonts
verses (Exod. xxiimlwms o jthrO}lgh ey
: » XXli, 4, 7), culminatin i
with the declaration that “ all he S
come i one day,” i D asuc
< _ ay,” 1n one continuous '
us adding to the sorrow and greatnes y
f"Ia‘ll. (Cp. Ezech., xxvii, 3; Is. xlviis &
hen, in verse ¢, a series of dirg::s fror Tin
(9, 10) and merchants (11-17), and tlin shi
owners of the world begins. Notic c toll
i i : e the tou
i g! umour in the words * standing af
off ” (10 and r5)—at a safe distance—cgn'
with idle lamentations—thinking only of 2
own security ! Notice, too, the vastness ai
variety of the trade depicted in verses 12 and 1
f&‘i‘om Seleucia, Ephesus, Smyrna, Corint
exandria, Carthage, Marseilles, and Spai
such goods poured into the markets of Ro .
fl‘nd the list closes with the awful words
Slaves and souls of men”! (Cp. Ezech
xxvii, 13)—emphasising the serious side of tk
Roman slave-trade (Allo). In one hour @
so great riches come to nought ” (v. 17),
they ‘t‘hat beheld “the city made desolaté
‘s‘hall cast dust upon their heads,” and sha
_“weep and mourn | A fresh chord is stru€
in the opening of verse 20, and amid its straif
the chapter comes to its conclusion, with
further picture of the downfall of Babylon, 4
great city. “ Rejoice over her, thou heaven
fso it begins (cp. Is., xliv, 23; Jer., li, 4
huke, xv, 7, 10). Note the powerful figuré #
the great splash, as the millstone falls int0 &
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inks quickly to
Lord’s words
L2 ; Luke, xvii, 2
sture are given in verse
silence that shall reign
crowded, noisy city.

‘heard, no song of joy;
7 of the millstones, as they turn upon
er in grinding the corn, shall no more
{; and darkness shall reign in every
ad street.— All nations have

by her enchantments

the bottom, reminding
on the evil of scandal
). The last touches
s 22 and 23 by
in the ruins of
There shall be
nay, even the
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upon him was called faithful and true, and

oth he judge and fight.

s eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head

dems, and he had a name written, which no

h but himself.

e was clothed with 2 garment sprinkled with

‘his name is called, THE Worp oF GoD.

armies that are in heaven followed him on

lothed in fine linen, white and clean.

f his mouth proceedeth a sharp two edged

th it he may strike the nations. And he shall

2 rod of iron ; and he treadeth the winepress

of the wrath of God the Almighty.

hath on his garment, and on his thigh written :

35, AND LORD OF LORDS.

saw an angel standing in the sun, and he

loud voice, saying to all the birds that did fly

idst of heaven: Come, gather yourselves

e great supper of God :

 you may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of
d the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of

of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all

‘bondmen, and of little and of great.

w the beast, and the kings of the earth, and

ered together to make war with him that

orse, and with his army.

beast was taken, and with him the false

ho wrought signs before him, wherewith he

who received the character of the beast, and

image. These two were cast alive into the

burning with brimstone.

e rest were slain by the sword of him that

horse, which proceedeth out of his mouth ;

ds were filled with their flesh.

CHAPTER XIX

AFTER these thin i
t gs I heard
people in heaven, saying : Ailllsellli:i;v %
and %ower is to our God. :

2 For true and just are his jud ‘
?il:ngr:ﬁti hﬁr}:c})lt which corruptgd t%lr:::rttsl’l ‘\:VV}:t?l }Illitrhfg{ -
fon, ¢ ath revenged the blood of his servants, at

3 And again the id : i

ascelfegh for ever an};i esj::f F, Alleluia, A
4 And the four and twer{t anci i

t B
c}xl'eatures fell down and ad01¥ed Glgg iilz? (slittt}:zlfow
t I:SOIX, ;aylng : Amen ; Alleluia. 9
~And a voice came out from the th s ool
E{alse'to our God, all ye his serva‘r:lts : O:r?(’i Sa(})'l n%h'a
1%1, ktie and great. . e
nd I heard as it were the voice if

> of a great multit
:}Illgn?isege ::;iczgof Xﬁmly _watefrs, and as thg voice of g
. ) ) € 3 b
Ahlﬁhty o ey uia : for the Lord our God
7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and gi im ;
the marriage of th Joicn, and v ot
e hersglf_ e Lamb is come, and his wife hath p
wifh}}ind it is granted to her that she should clothe hers
ne ll_nen, glittering and white. For the fine lLini
are the Justxﬁca.tions of saints. v
i 1? a&nd he said to me: Write : Blessed are they that @
: ed to the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he sal
o me : These words of God are true. 3
: ig And I fell down before his feet, to adore him. And!
aald t? me : See thou do it not : I am thy fellow S€I¥ an
Alzi org, éh§ brlf‘threxlll, who have the testimony of Jes!
o g t . . Tt A
ey or the testimony of Jesus is the SPIE
11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse
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e the voice of m
Salvation, and g

nce “ great Babylon came in remem-
before God, to_give her the cup of
' f indignation of His wrath » (xvi, 19,)
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ince xiv, 3, are discovered in the act
on ; again the calm music of Alleluia
All is in order and at peace ; we may
and rejoice, and give glory to God,”
marriage of the Lamb is come, and
(His Church, ‘ purchased for Himself
own Blood ’) hath prepared herself.”
the message of “a great multitude ”
, a second choir, not the same as the
verse 1, the innumerable multitude of
rejoice, not so much because Babylon
but because ‘‘ the kingdoms of this
ecome Our Lord’s and His Christ’s,
1 reign for ever and ever. Amen ”
7). (Cp. xii, 10).
marriage of the Lamb ” is a phrase that
attention. It is the note of transition
al vision of the Book, though “a
years ”’ are to pass before its consum-
1 (xx, 2), and the Bride herself shall not
vealed till we reach ch. xxi. As far
see (II, 19, 20), and still more in
xvi), and again in Psalm 44, the
of the King are depicted at great length ;
e Gospels, in the parables of the Ten
and of the Marriage of the King’s Son
, xxii), Our Lord has chosen this
reveal His gracious purposes, rejoicing
f Himself as the Bridegroom, and of
bers of His Church as  the children of
fidegroom ” (Mark, ii, 19). (Cp. Jn., iii,
b Cor., xi, 2; Ephes., v, 22-32; also
' 39
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the story of her downfal
while the ultimate viclto}f;rS 2eerl“er}111phas'
because He is Lord of lords and Kj e
has become more and more viv: .o o L
And now, after the great areldeldly D
_ ) awful picture
he;‘“doom, given in so much detai] ig vv
Xvui, our eyes are raised definite] tc P
Jerusalem which is above, which is 0}1’11' ot
Wh_lch is free,” and for the first time Wm‘?t .
as 1t were the voice of much people ineh
saying : Alleluia : salvation and glo -
power 1s to our God.” It is the glad res rgr se
the appeal of xviii, 20, made by “thlc)z
angels round about the throne, whose number
thousands of thousands ” (v. 11, cp. Heb
22). For the first time in the New Testame
we read the word Alleluia, which comes agz
In verses 3, 4 and 6, but nowhere else in t
sacred volume. Notice the force of the gr
comb;n_atmn, “ salvation, glory, and
containing within itself a very history of Goe
loving work on behalf of men (cp. xii, 10; ¥
10), while in verse 2 a last reference is made
the great harlot,” which has brought mot
ruin upon the earth, and now most fitly li
herself in ruins (cp. Jer., li, 2 5). Indeed “ trt
and just are the judgments of God |” Verse
2 and 3 are the finishing touch to xviii, 21-2
to which may be added xiv, 8 ; xvii, 2, 5 ; XVil
3. (Cp. Is., xxxiv, 9-16). Once more we
bidden open our ears to the songs of the blessed
the four and twenty ancients, of whom we ha
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ic, as the Celestial Warrior, followed
armies that are in heaven » (the Angels
, rather than the Saints, “ who follow
whithersoever He goeth,”) goes forth,
g, and to conquer, with His sharp two-
d, and to shepherd all nations with a
. by the power of His words, which
pass away, though heaven and earth

s0 (cp. I1 Cor, X, 4).
n Angel standing in the sun ” (perhaps
el of the sun, like the other elemental
£ the waters, etc., cp., XVi, 5), ¢ cries with
e,” for no incident of the great history
pe the notice of “the birds that fly
midst of heaven ”—an image of all
owed from Ezechiel (xxxiX, 17), and
pointedly by Our Lord, where He
“ the eagles being gathered together,
the body shall be ” (Mt., xxiv, 28).—
a gracious invitation is given, to “a
er,” for the house of God must be
yet there is room 21 s to. g
eal that the summons is issued,—to a
the victory is won, after the burden
s of the day have been borne. (Cp.
, 17).—The rich and copious food at
supper ”’ comprehends all the spoil
- great battle of Armageddon (xvi, 16)
of it goes without mention in verse 18 ;
and tribunes, mighty men that sit on
e men, bondmen, little and great P—
amed. And at the last ““ the beast,”
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to Our Lord in1i, 5 ; iii, %, 1 2 :

Eghts o A note the or’dZ;' gf theHe Judges .
Jjudges ” first, and then He ﬁéc:{ht‘sw‘(zr.ds ;
xi, Pg,-5. And His judgments are e
tcp. s.,xcv, 13. Our Lord, as St. John C -
“OII?. says, is at once Soldier and Brid

is eyes are as a flame of fire ”, ¢ : o

18 5 Hq has a crown of “ many ,difdel’ N
He is King of kings, cp. Zach., vi, 11 - Ph
i1, 9 ; Apoc,, i, 18 Neme,
: poc., 1, 18. He has a Name, “ whicl
above every name ” (Phil., ii, ) which “
man knoweth but Himself ”—a pri’mary insta
of the meaning ever to be attached in the wri
pf St;‘]ohn to the word “ know.” To :;
;s to penetrate,” to * fathom to the depth :
2 ; estimate rightly,” to “ appreciate to the full
§< lo.) (Cp. Mt., xi, 27). “What I do
now not now, but you shall know hereafte:
(Jn., xiii, 721, for ““ now we know in part ; het
after we shall know even as we are known
g‘ Cor., xiii, 12). And for the raiment of ¢
King, cp. Is., Ixiii, 1-5; indeed * our belov
is white and ruddy ” (Cant., v, 10-16). “A&
His Name is called, The Word of God "=
phrase, as Fr. Allo says, that furnishes us w
one of the most convincing proofs that =
]ohn.ls the author of the Apocalypse. (Rea
3 00 R 1-14; Wisdom, xviii, 14-16; Heb.,
1-12).—Notice the spirit of absolute Victor
and irresistible Power that runs through the el
E‘hree verses. The thrice repeated pronous
and he ” (cp. Is., Ixiii, 1-3), is most Strikif
142
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allied with “ the kings of the earth
who are “ to fight with the Larrnt‘f)1 ”gcnci o
come (xvii, 14), is  taken,” like a thief b
(the Greek word is a favourite on angl :
]oh.n), “and with him the false -
(xvi, 13), who “ wrought the signs ”’ I()il(; i
in xui, 13-15. “ These two are cast alis
Da}n., vil, 11) into the pool of fire burnih
brimstone.” (For the phrase cp. xx Ig
xxi, 8 ; also Mt., v, 22 ; Mark, ix 43’- ]
i, 6 ; Ezech., xxxviii, 22 ; Gen., xix 2,)
the sword that slew the rest,” ’cp. ,Ep4h
2k Hpb., iv, 12. Such invitations are but
beginnings of the good things which God
prepared for those who love Him to the end

CHAPTER XX

angel coming down from heaven, having the
ttomless pit, and a great chain in his hand.
- laid hold on the dragon the old serpent, which
i1 and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.
¢ him into the bottomless pit, and shut him
al upon him, that he should no more seduce
the thousand years be finished. And after
be loosed a little time.
w seats ; and they sat upon them ; and judg-
en unto them ; and the souls of them that were
e testimony of Jesus,and for the word of
10 had not adored the beast nor his image, nor
haracter on their foreheads, or in their hands ;
and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
of the dead lived not, till the thousand years
. This is the first resurrection.
and holy is he that hath part in the first
In these the second death hath no power ;
1 be priests of God and of Christ ; and shall
im a thousand years.
en the thousand years shall be finished, Satan
out of his prison, and shall go forth, and
e nations, which are over the four quarters of the
and Magog, and shall gather them together to
umber of whom is as the sand of the sea.
came upon the breadth of the earth, and
the camp of the saints, and the beloved city.
ere came down fire from God out of heaven,
d them ; and the devil, who seduced them, was
he pool of fire and brimstone, where both the

o

false prophet shall be tormented day and
and ever.
saw a great white throne, and one sitting upon
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it, from whose face the earth and h
there Xafl no place found for them, caven fled awaiiy
12 And I saw the dead, great and small ing sl
presence of the throne, and the books :\ive’r:ti)miln dm ;
another book was opened, which is the book gf I;Ief '
the dead were judged by those things which were k
in thejlao:l)ksh, according to their works, b
13 And the sea gave up the dead that in it, an
death and hell gave up their dead that wer??rl;etll:;r:’. N
they ‘3’;‘1‘3 J}llldl%ed gv(eiry ;)lne according to their works,
14 And hell and death were cast into t &
This is the second death. o the pocligy
15 And whosoever was not found written i
life, was cast into the pool of fire. " e

The Apocalypse of St. Fohn

r of God casteth out Devils ! ” For
¢ a strong man armed kept his court,
things which he possessed were at
a peace of death, a season of decay,
truth and charity ; ““ but a Stronger than
come upon him, and overcome him ; One
e Kingdom there is no end, and Who
aken away all the armour of the strong
herein he trusted, and has distributed his
while He bids His disciples know that
as overcome the world.” Yet it is not
golden period of peace and ease that we
ook forward. “ The thousand years ”’
' a long, unbroken period, that shall
e when ‘‘ the Son of man shall be seen
in the clouds of heaven, to judge the
They began on the first Good Friday,
will, on the first Easter Day, or, if you
he vision of Constantine, when he came
the truth that in the sign of the Cross
hould conquer (A.p. 304). Our Lord
t to send peace, but the sword ; the
ever hate His disciples, His Church,
ame’s sake ; but He has drunk of the

THE note of victory, so clearly sounded i
1 ch. xix, 11, 16, (perhaps the most brillias
picture of Our Lord in all Scripture) contin
in the opening verses of this chapter, and th
scenes, as before, succeed one another in rapi
succession. Notice the accumulation of word
and phrases indicative of power and authority i
verses 1-3—the Angel comes from heaven : b
holds a key, and a great chain in his hand : h
“lays hold” of the dragon, who is powerless
re51§tdhi}rfl: he “ binds ” him for an indefinit
period : he “ casts ” him into the bottomless pif b : i
i ; L 0 s Oy the way, and His Head, bowed low in
?111131 :}{ng h}gm“u‘% ’lglnd sets a Se‘fil ceu % S now exglted. His Church lives, ever
moh e il should no .mxre s ever new, conquering every artifice and
L o o Jn., viii, 44 ; Apoc., xii, 9 on of her enemy, despised and rejected,
till when ? “ Till the thousand years be fit wing all men fo herself, the spouse in
ished ! Assuredly “ the fullness of time has e of ““ Jesus Christ, the same Ie)sterda
come,” * the Kingdom of God has come upoi and for ever.” Unless OuryLord' ge:
the world, and the Desired of all nations “ Witk d by His Bitisde | Basat io-for Eler
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¢ ever victorious, even as it is ever vulgar,
. and self-assertive ; but many a victory
ed that is never recorded in the annals
orld, but only in the Books of everlasting
e Church remains, the pillar and ground
ith, the faithful witness, the city on a hill
ot be hid, while ¢ the gentiles rage, and
ople devise vain things, against the Lord
Anointed ; but He that dwelleth in
shall laugh at them, and the Lord shall
them.” (Ps., ii).
the beginning until now the voice of
1 rings clear, though it fall on unheeding
Take heed to yourselves what you intend
o, as touching these men : refrain from
“and let them alone : for if this counsel, or
tk be of men, it will come to nought.
t be of God, you cannot overthrow it,
 be found even to fight against God.”
, 35, 38). Few questions perhaps have
ore vigorously discussed than this one of
e thousand years ”—the Millenium, as it is
d; and only in this one passage in all
ture is the Kingdom of Christ so described.
it should be taken in the figurative way
forth, is in accordance with Ps., Ixxxix,
II Pet., iii, 8, and was first advocated by
gustine. Fr. Allo declares it to be the
view, even as it is the most simple,
rtainly the most encouraging. “ This
of the Millenium,”” he says, (page 301),
2h fits in perfectly with the other Prophecies
9 149

i

The Apocalypse of St. Fohn

prisoner, powerless too, unless
Lord be tied. Grace, has coﬁleu}gngs of G
temptation and dea o ther

ptati eath have lost their gt

heaven is open to all believers, for a greats
has been paid, and God wills all men tp_n
saved. It is inconceivable, nay, the ve '
would be a dishonour to God, to suppo?;}c 4
the victory of Our Lord by the Incarnation iA
the powers of darkness was anything short
complete and absolute. (Cp. Mt., xii; 28
Jn., xii, 31). Human nature, indeed is lef
unqhanged, and men have still the free use o
their will ; but so great are the lights bestowed
so overwhelming is the Example bequeathed
us, so infinite is the love that is lavished upon us
so strong are the means of grace ever at ot
disposal, that if ““ we despise (as we are still ¢
liberty to do) the riches of God’s goodness, an
patience, and long-suffering,” if we refuse (2
- we are still free to do) to allow “the benignit
2f God to lead us to penance,” and instea
treasure up for ourselves wrath against th
day of wrath and revelation of the just judgmen
of God, who will render to every man accord ing
to his works,” we are ‘ inexcusable,” to US!
St. Paul’s striking phrase. (Rom., ii, =04
But sgch cases, many as they may be in every
time, in no way affect the victory of Our Lo J‘
or the very real and brilliant progress of ¥
Cause through “ the thousand years,” o througt
His “ day ”, if we please to call it sO. It 15 €
period of never-ending strife, indeed ; the WO
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sand years. (For the phrase “ the
2y of Jesus,” ¢p. 1,9 xii, 17 ; XiX, 10}
ase “ to reign with Christ “is peculiar
Apocalypse, and occurs also in xi, 153
XX, AB 6).  This is the first resurrec-
d  blessed and holy are they that have
for in them the second death has no
We cannot do better than quote Fr.
excellent and satisfying comment on
ewhat difficult passage (Apocalypse,
ster Edition, Vol. IV, Part II1, p. 47)-
the ¢ second death > spoken of in xx, 0,
s the damnation or eternal loss of the
ell, the  first resurrection ’ means such
r death as preserves men from the
death’. Hence the first resurrection is
ual reign of God’s saints during the
d of peace and progress (1,000 years)
to the Church, whereas the second
n is the physical rising of the dead at
of time. (Cp. Jn., xi, 25, 26). In
this,  the rest of the dead ” is to be
d of those who die in the state of sin,
cannot be said to enjoy any sort of
ion ” before the end of ** the thousand
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of this Book, is simpl i

domination of the C%lzrihplriltillliljcz vy the I
the Church triumphant, from tlrllt’ Jonpa
of our Lord to the end of the Worlfi g’lonﬁcati
acgapt it vgth all gratitude. o

_ But “ after that Satan i
time.” Notice the emphr;}clilcS f ‘briullcs)? g
f)ery of Divine Providence not revealc;a o8
but pointing perhaps to the severe test oE (;‘ t
in the last days, when “ signs and wond
deceive if possible even the elect ”, shall bi’ '
in days which must be shortened for the sak
01{/1 the elect, else no flesh should be savel
(Mt., xxiv, 21, 22). Read carefully St. Pa T
great passage on this short, rnysterioﬁs ar
awaul period in the history of the world
hess., ii, 8-11), and Our Lord’s words : «Th
Son of man, when He cometh, shall He finc
think you, faith on earth?” ’(Lk. xviii, 8
A development of the vision is now recorded i
verse 4 ; it is suggested by Dan., vii, 9, 10,
where they who “sat upon the seats »
described as “ the Saints of the Most High
(cp. Mt., xix, 28, I Cor., vi, 3). To them &
gwen the right of pronouncing sentence,
W‘Z Ezlglv:ugggsts inI Cor., vi, 2,3. Inch.vi9
were slainulflo: rtlgleletig?r;:)}rlle s:));l l_?e(s)lf.;st hgﬁld 0 ' 13?“ bk g o ﬁna’l’

by i Wg’ Soard -t . The thousand years are finished;
with a loud voice,” f’Ol‘ vengeance on their bloc is loosed out of his prison, and, as ever,
| g d% d, (xix, 2) and th forth to seduce the nations, which are
appear “ living and reigning, ik Christ in 1 Gfour quarters of the earth.” They are
i y Gog and Magog,s ;che avowed enemies of

)
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the cause of God, We read
[ . of them j
;cx:;:utlilxxxlx. Magog appears ﬁrsinirlln(}e
y ¢ name of a son of Japhet, whi =
appears in Ezechiel (xxxviii, 2), as ;;hw -
the King of Magog, and of the ot
tribes of Rosh and Thubal, on tli1 Cgnbe
south-eastern shores of thé Blacke §°uth
two ever stand for the heathen and God-ea' r
;l;tlgns gf the earlt)h, against whom weozlt)r
ur face ”, “ Projects shall enter ;
gea;t, and they shall conceive a.zi:::ﬁ)ie
f elscs1gn ; but God “ will break the bow in th
eft hapd, and cause the arrows to fall out
their right hand, and His Holy Name sha 1
profaned. no more, and the nations shall kn
‘t‘hat He is the Lord, the Holy One of Istae
They shall bury Gog, and all his multituds
and it shall be called the valley of the multitu
of Gog. And I will bring back the captivity
Jacob, and will have mercy on all the house
Israel :and I will be jealous for My Holy Name
It was so of old ; and their history describes t
end with equal power and truth. ~ The langua
of St. John at this point is mainly taken from th
Testament. *“ The sand of the sea ”, f¢
example, is ever a picture of a great hos
(cp. Gen,, xii, 17; Jos., xi, 4 ; Jude, vii, 12
Judith, ii, 20) while for the phrase : “the cam
of the saimnts ’ cp. Ezech., xxxviii, 15, alst
Heb., xi, 34. Instead of they came,” we shoul
expect ‘.‘ they shall come,” but St. John -
writing in his usual apocalyptic way, and Sé
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ture as the past. Notice, too, the beauty
ase  the beloved city ’—the universal
and cp. Heb,, xii, 22-24 ; Rom., ix.
Pet., i1, 10 ; while in the combination
o phrases ““ day and night for ever and
we have “as strong an expression for
endlessness -as Biblical language
And with a further vision of “a
ite throne,” expressive of victory and
calm after the storm, the chapter comes
(Cp. Mt., xxv, 41).
name of the Judge who sits on “ the
” is not given, but there is only one,
eb., xii, 23 ; James, iv, 12) and white is
ur of His throne. Throughout this
He that sits upon the throne ” is the
Mher ; (cp.iv,2,9;v,1,7,13;Vi, 16;
15; XiX, 4 ; xxi, §5); but ““ the Father
judge any man, but hath given all
t to the Son, that all men may honour
as they honour the Father’ (John, v,
3 and cp. Acts, xvii, 31 ; II Cor., v, 10;
iv, 10 ; IT Tim., iv, 1). ‘ The Father
on are one, and the Son cannot do any-
Himself, but what He seeth the Father
, for what things soever He doth, these
also doth in like manner.” (Jn., x,
e should notice the strong expression
”, the only time it occurs in Scrip-
much stronger than  pass away ”,
ch cp. Mt., xiii, 31; II Pet., iii, 10),
fied as it is, by the final phrase : “ there was
153
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no place found for them - -
“ The door is shut ” : ir}lle c.lcggg 'o?poc" o
has come : “ I know you not,” ig thOppo 3
final answer from within. (Mt xxve short'§
Notice, too, the solemnity of ver’sézz'
cp. Lk., xxi, 36. The dead both 7 o
small ”, (cp. xix, 5,18—a phrase th e i
“the nothin of parase that points [ John saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
4 othingness of human  distinctions B <o from Gad, prepared 25 o bride
stand,” aroused, as on their tria] and “book or her husband.
(I.l.ot, “ the books ), are « openeci e - I heard a great voice from the throne, saying :
Vi1, 10, 13), and all “are judged a’cco? B e il oo b people; mmd God
their works.” (Cp. Mt., XVi, 27 Ro t}?:ni sg;‘lalyb:};igirbéogls e
. % = ¢
g, 6d’ ,H Cor.; w, I_o). _The Resurrection of ¢ od shall wipe away all tears from their eyes :
ead is then described in verses 13 and 14, a B ooneing, ner oo R
by the words “ this is the second death ™ ¢ B e s e g
final doom of the lost is summarised. Betwe
them and the abode of the blessed there
fixed a great chaos, so that they who wot
pass from one to the other cannot do so: &
blessed are comforted, the lost are tormented
(Lk., xvi, 25), (cp. Dan.,, xii, 1, 2 ; Jn., v, 2¢
Their portion is appointed with the hyp:
crites, and they shall go into everlasting punis
ment,” (Mt., xxiv, 51), but “the redeemed
the Lord shall return, and shall come in
Zion with praise, and everlasting joy shall
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy an
gladness, and sorrow and mourning shall flé
away ”—(Is., xxxv, 10)—the theme that |
%eviloped in the two closing chapters of th
ook.

CHAPTER XXI

a new heaven and a new earth. For the first
the first earth was gone, and the sea is now no

he that sat on the throne, said : Behold, I make all
And he said to me : Write, for these words
thful and true.

‘he said to me: It is done. I am Alpha and
he beginning and the end. To him that thirsteth,
e of the fountain of the water of life, freely.

1at shall overcome shall possess these things, and

his God ; and he shall be my son.

it the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable,
derers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
and all liars, they shall have their portion in the
ing with fire and brimstone, which is the second

there came one of the seven angels, who had the
of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me,
me, and I will shew thee the bride, the wife of

| he took me up in spirit to a great and high
: and he shewed me the holy city Jerusalem
5 down out of heaven from God,
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is this ? Let us remember that j 3
“tent”’ that God’s sacred Preseml::: V:;:ss y
vouchsafgd to His chosen people : “ T wil
my tent in the midst of you, and my soul shall
not cast you off ”, (Lev., xxvi, 11), (cp. Ezech..
xxxvii, 24-28), and never did this figure suggest
to ’ghe deyout Jewish mind the least idea of God i
union with them and dwelling amongst them
being merely temporary. No; “I will be thejr
God, and they shall be My people ** was the
idea deeply fixed in their minds and hearts by the
figure of the “ tabernacle ”, or “ tent ”, in their
midst, and such a word from God does not pass
away, or return to Him idle. From the begi nd
ning, every eye was set on “ the true tabernacle
which the Lord would pitch, and not man.”
(Heb., viii, 2). And let us never forget that
when ““ in the fullness of time, Our Lord came, a
High Priest of the good things to come, by a
greater and more perfect tabernacle not mad
with hands, that is, not of this creation
(Heb., ix, 11) the fact is announced to us in the
words : “and the Word was made flesh, and
tabernacled (dwelt) amongst us ”, (Jn., i, 14)—
the old figure being thus retained ; it has played
its part well from the beginning ; it shall abide
to the end. * God Himself with them ”, with
all that savours of sorrow and the parting O
friends “ passed away ”—such is the reward of
faithful souls | We are now the sons of Gods
and it hath not yet appeared what we shall be.
We know, that, when He shall appear, W€ sh
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1ike to Him, because we shall see Him as He
® (I Jn., iii, 2); (cp. Is.; v, 84 My ais
r., xxiv, 7 ; Ezech., xi, 20; Zach., viii, 8).
old things are passed away ; behold all
are made new . (II Cor., v, 17).
es 6,7 and 8, form a great conclusion to
is section of the chapter, and abound with
rases already familiar from earlier chapters
ook, “ It is done ”, cp. xvi, 17}
a and omega ”’, cp. i, 8; (also cp. Is,,
s xlviii, 12 ; Rom., xi, 36) ; *“ give freely ”,
Bi6, 17 (alsocp. Is., Iv, 1-3; Jn,,iv, 14;
;s Mt., x, 8) ; “ he that shall overcome ”,
=7 etc. Every word speaks of the lavish
sity of God’s mercies, and all culminates
phrase : “ I will be his God, and he shall
son ”’, (Cp. Rom., viii, 17; Gal,, vi, %),
idea of “‘ possession ” or rather ‘ inheri-
. as the reward of ““ conquest . For the
transgressors named in verse 8, we may
e ix, 21 ; none of these ‘‘ hath inheritance
Kingdom of Christ and of God ”.
BV, 5).
h Verssez 9,a fresh section begins, full of
me note of majesty. ‘‘ And there came
the seven Angels ", the same that revealed
John ‘“the condemnation of the great
”, (xvii, 1), and he is now “ to show the
the wife of the Lamb ”, referring back to
and resuming the thread of the story then
opped. ““ The great and high mountain ” is
Mount Sion (xiv, 1), but merely a powerful
‘ 161 L
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symbol to denote aloofness from evil, the
cleanness of heart necessary for those who
would view the “ holy City Jerusalem aright,
“ Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall
see God.” The holy City “ has the glory of
God ”, (cp. Is, Ix, 1) even as “we all, its
citizens, beholding the glory of the Lord with
open face, shall be transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of
the Lord.” (II Cor., iii, 18) (cp. Exod., x1, 32).
“ God is light ”, (Jn., i, 4, 8, g ; viii, 12; xii,
46), and by this figure, aided by the brilliance
of precious stones, an attempt is now made to
describe the loveliness of the holy City, and the
source of its beauty. The word translated
“light ” in verse 11, is an expressive word that
denotes ““ something in which light is concen-
trated, and thence radiates ’>. Thus the S“aints
are “lights ” in this sense, (cp. Dan., xii, 3;
Phil., ii, 16), for * they shine as the brightness
of the firmament, and instruct many to justice,
as stars for all eternity”; but they receive
their light from “ the true light which enhght’-’
eneth every man that cometh into the world
(Jn., i, 8).

In verse 12 we pass from the beaut}: of the
City to its vast dimensions. It has “a wal
great and high ”, (cp. Is., xxvi, 1), the exact
height of which is stated in verse 17; 1t has
“ twelve gates ”’, like the city described dm
Ezech., xlviii, 31-35; it has ‘ twelve f,t,)ul}rﬁ‘
tions ”” and * names are written thereon "' 1B€
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. twelve tribes of Israel are here closely coupled

 with the twelve Apostles of the Lamb, for the
hurch of the New Law is built on that of the
" 0ld. (Cp. Mt., xix, 28 ; Ephes., ii, 20 ; also
_,, xxviii, 16; I Pet., ii, 6). The gates are to
~ the East, and to the North, and to the South,
d to the West, for the Church of God is
iversal, the Gentiles are its inheritance, the
ost parts of the earth are its possession, and
the whole world the Gospel of the Kingdom
to be preached. “ God wills a/l men to be
d, and to come to the knowledge of the
h ”. (Cp. Is., xxxiii, 20, 21 ; Lk., xiii, 29).
nd this idea of the universality of God’s
ingdom, leads naturally to the measurement
s vast dimensions. We should expect them
‘be very large, for it contains ‘“ many man-
ons ”’, and here again we should refer to
echiel (x1, 3-49), and let us note that while in
, I, St. John himself measures ‘ the temple of
od and the altar ”’, here the skill of an Angel
needed for the task, while the instrument of
easurement is not a reed, plucked from the
rdan’s bank, but a rod of gold. And first,
“the City lieth in a four-square”, 7.., it is a
- perfect cube, its length, breadth, and height all
- being equal, as was the new City and Temple of
- Bzechiel (xli, 21 ; xliii, 16), as was the Holy of
- Holies in the Temple of Solomon (3 Kings,
- Vi, 20). This perfect cube is a symbol of
- Permanence and perfection. (Cp. Ephes., iii,
- 18). As to the actual measurement given,
i 163
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“ twelve thousand furlongs ”—a furlong is 606
feet, so that the measurement reaches the sum
of 1,500 English miles, making the City 344
miles square. “‘ Such dimensions, of course
defy imagination, and are permissible only in
the language of symbolism ”. St. John, in
fact, gives the New Jerusalem a superficial area
of 2,250,000 square miles, greater than that of
all Europe! The number Twelve again pre-
dominates in the measurement of the wall in
verse 17, (cp. vii, 4 ; xiv, 1). It is not clear,
however, whether St. John means to give the
breadth of the wall, or its height, but probably
the latter, in which case we cannot but be
struck by the great disproportion between its
height, (216 feet) and that of the cube (77,000,000
feet). But may it not be that this very dis-
proportion is intentional, for no enemy is to
attack and invade the City; ““all its children
shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be
their peace ; ”’ (Is., liv, 11-14) ; * justice dwelleth
there,” and * terror shall not come nigh.” So
that the walls are not for defence, but merely
for delimitation, and it matters not whether it
be man or angel that takes these measurements,
for “ the measure of a man is the measure of an
angel 7, angels being fellow-servants of God
with man. (xix, 10 ; xxii,

And now by the splendour of precious stones
of every kind, by pure gold and transparent
glass, the glory of the City is portrayed to us In
verses 18-22. Our Lord Himself used the

164

The Apocalypse of St. John

imagery of precious stones and pearls for what
was dear to Him, (cp. Mt., xili, 45, 46), and
throughout the Old Testament the figure is one
of frequent occurrence. (Cp. especially Is.,
liv, 11, 12 ; Tob., xiii, 21-23 ; Ezech., xxviii, 13),
while in Tobias, (xiii, 21-23) we read these
prophetic words : ““ The gates of Jerusalem
shall be built of Sapphire, and of Emerald, and
all the walls thereof round about of precious
stones : all its streets shall be paved with white
and clean stones, and Alleluia shall be sung in
its streets. Blessed be the Lord, who hath
exalted it, and may He reign over it for ever and
ever. Amen.” 'The stones set in the breast-
plate of the High Priest of old were twelve in
number, (Exod., xxviii, 17-21), and eight of these
find mention here.

Finally, in verse 22, a great break is made by
the words: “And I saw no temple therein”,
freeing us at once from all that is material, and
bringing us back to the consideration of heaven
as the Bride, the wife of the Lamb. (Cp.
IT Cor., vi, 16-18). For the great imagery of
verse 23, cp. Is., Ix, 18-22; Apoc., xxii, §;
Ps., xxxv, 10 ; with verse 24, cp. Is,, Ix, 1-5;
while verse 25 is a repetition of Is., Ix, 1.
Lastly, for verse 27, we may refer to Ezech.,
BV, o ; Dan., xii, 1-3; Tob., ii, 18. “ The
meek shall inherit the land, and shall delight in
abundance of peace.” (Ps., xxxvi, 11).
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CHAPTER XXII

AND he showed me a river of water of life, cl
proceeding from the thone of God and of :[heeiraﬁlsbc.rystal,
2 .In the midst of the street thereof, and on both sides of
!t:lefnv.ir, was the tree;1 of life, bearing twelve fruits, yielding
its fruits every month, and the I f ;
the h;aling of the nations. T v v
3 And there shall be no curse any more ; but the th
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and his servra(;i(;
shall serve him.
4 And they shall see his face : and hi
s e ace : and his name shall be on
5 And night shall be no more : and they shall
. : y shall not need
the light of the lamp, nor the light of the sun, because the
Lord God shall enlighten them, and they shall reign for
ever and ever.
6 And he said to me : These words are most faithful and
true. And the Lord God of the spirits of the prophets

sent his angel to shew his servants the things which must

be done shortly.
7 And, Behold I come quickly. Blessed is he that
keepeth the words of the prophecy of this book.

8 And I, John, who have heard and seen these things.
And after I had heard and seen, I fell down to adore before
the feet of the angel, who shewed me these things.

9 And he said to me : See thou do it not : for I am thy
{illowﬂslerv;nt, anhd of tl(liy brethren the prophets, and of

em that keep the words of the pro is book.
Adore God. 4 s

10 And he saith to me: Seal not the words of the
prophecy of this book : for the time is at hand.

11 He that hurteth, let him hurt still : and he that is
filthy, let him be filthy still : and he that is just, let him be
justified still : and he that is holy, let him be sanctified still.
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12 Behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is with me,
to render to every man according to his works.

13 I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the end.

14 Blessed are they that wash their robes in the blood of
the Lamb : that they may have a right to the tree of life, and
may enter in by the gates into the city.

15 Without are dogs, and sorcerers, and unchaste, and
murderers, and servers of idols, and every one that loveth
and maketh a lie.

16 I, Jesus have sent my angel, to testify to you these
things in the churches. I am the root and stock of David,
the bright and morning star.

17 And the spirit and the bride say : Come. And he
that heareth, let him say : Come. And he that thirsteth,

let him come : and he that will, let him take the water of
life, freely.

18 For I testify to every one that heareth the words of
the prophecy of this book : If any man shall add to these
things, God shall add unto him the plagues written in this

book.
19 And if any man shall take away from the words of

the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out
of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from these
things that are written in this book.

20 He that giveth testimony of these things, saith,
Surely I come quickly : Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Amen.

HERE is here no break in the sacred

narrative ; the inspired artist continues to
paint his picture, filling in the great outlines he
has already drawn with exquisite details. We
have noted the immense size of the Holy City,
and the peace of all from whose eyes every tear
is wiped away, and who for eternity will be

167



The Apocalypse of St. Yohn

strangers to all mourning, and crvi

sorrow. QOur feet have aglready troydlcllg;l irlllcel
great street of the City—and it has but one
street—one ample thoroughfare of purest gold
as 1t were transparent glass, in which all may
roam, united in the perfect charity WhiC}}lr
castetl} out fear. And now, in the interior of
the City, we are by the banks of “ the river of
water of life, clear as crystal, and on both sides
of the river is the tree of life, bearing twelve
fruits, yielding its fruits every month, and the
leaves o’f the tree are for the healing of the
nations.” Indeed, *the stream of the river
maketh glad the City of God, and the most
High has sanctified His own tabernacle ” (Ps.
xlv, 5). It is a picture of perfect peace, of a
garden where all is in order, where flowers and
fruits of refreshment and healing abound. The
Ap_gel of xx1, 9, reveals these things to us, in a
vision that is a combination of Ezechiel xlvii,
1-2, with Genesis ii, 9-15. Both passages should
be carefully read, and be it noted how delightful
it is in the close of the last Book of the Bible to
find ourselves in the opening chapters of its very
first Book ! The phrase “the water of life ”
1s one of great power and beauty, and occurs
frequently throughout all Scripture, cp. Cant.,
v, 15; Zach,. xiv, 8; Jer., xvii, 13 ; Ezech.,
xlvii, 9; and above all in Jn., vii, 38, and
1v, 10, 13, 14), while its feature of being * clear
as crystal ” suggests the mission of the Holy
Ghost, ever to lead the Church of Christ
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“into all truth”, (Cp. Jn., xiv, 17,26). And
“ petween the street of the City and the river,
on this side and on that ”, there is “ the tree of
B (cp: Gen., i, 11 ;ii, g ;iii, 22 ; Apoc., ii, 7),
with its ¢ twelve fruits ”’, one for each month of
the year, as suggested in Ezech., xlvii, 12, (and
cp. Gal., v, 22)—fruits ever in season, and never
cloying, fruits that shall refresh all men, both
Jew and Gentile, for ““all are one in Christ
Jesus, heirs according to the promise ”. (Gal.,
iii, 28, 29).
“ And there shall be no curse any more ” ;
“ people shall dwell in the City, and there shall
be no more anathema, but Jerusalem shall sit
secure.” (Zach., xiv, 11)—such a complete
reversal of Gen., iii, 19,—and the Beatific
Vision shall be their reward ! (Cp. Apoc., vii, 9,
88 also Job, xix, 26 ; Ps., xvi, 15; Mt., v, 8
n ., iii, 2 ; I Cor., xiii, 12). * His name, too,
shall be on their foreheads ”, (cp. iii, 12), ““ and
night shall be no more.” (Verse 5 is a repetition
of xxi, 23, 25, with which cp. Is., Ix, 19). ““ And
they shall reign for ever and ever 7, for * servire
Deo regnare est”’ ; so shall “ the saints of the
most high God take the Kingdom, and possess
it for ever and ever.” (Dan., vii, 18)—(Cp.
Jer., xxxi, 13). “ With God is the Fountain of
Life, and in His Light we shall see Light, (Ps.,
xxxv, 10) ; we shall be filled with joy with His
Countenance ; (Ps., xv, 11) ; and great shall be
the Peace of His Children.” (Is., liv, 13).
The visions of the Apocalypse are now ended,
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and the remaining verses form an epilo

all thgt has gone before, a recapitulatli)on goufetlgz
teaching of this Book. They are written in a
disjointed style, so that it is not always easy to
distinguish the speakers, or to trace the con-
nexion of the thought. Indeed, as Fr. Allo
remarks, any commentary on these closing
verses is almost an irritation, obscuring the
beauty of a finish so fair. “ These words are
most faithful and true,”—so it begins. Go back
to the commencement, and recall the points
insisted upon in this history, for a history it is.
The Epistles to the Seven Churches showed the
Church of Christ at work in the world of men,
speaking of what the Good Shepherd had done
on our behalf, and of what He expected in
return. The evil of sin, the danger of tepidity
and scandals, the necessity of self-denial, the
need of vigilance, the beauty of patience, the
spirit of endurance, the severity of life’s battle,
the reward of fidelity to the end—all these and
more were then insisted upon, and their places
shown in the warfare we have all to wage. The
claims of our Lord on the love and obedience of
men were shown forth for all to see, with the
earnest appeal, repeated again and again : “‘ be
zealous and do penance : he that hath an ear,
let him hear : to him that overcometh I will give
to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise
of my God.” Then,in chapter iv, our eyes were
lifted to see a door opened in heaven, and “ the
things which must be done hereafter >’ were
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portrayed to view. There was a Book, sealed
with seven seals, and the Book spoke of full and
accurate records of the lives of men, by which,
in God’s great Day, they shall stand or fall.
And He who alone is worthy “ to take this Book
and open the seals thereof ” is our Lord,
¢ because He was slain, and thus redeemed us to
God in His Blood ”’—a great price, freely paid,
but not to be paid in vain, for God is not
mocked. The great day of wrath is to come,
in which only those are able to stand who are
come out of great tribulation, and have washed
their robes, and made them white in the Blood

of the Lamb. Victory shall assuredly attend

the cause of our Lord : He knows nothing of
defeat or failure : He goes forth conquering,
and to conquer. In the fulness of time, a
great sign appeared in heaven: a woman
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.
The great red dragon already had drawn the
third part of the stars of heaven, and cast them
to the earth; and now the war between the
Man-Child of the woman and the dragon is
declared. There is a great battle, and it shall
continue to the consummation ; but the victory
shall be that of the Cross of Christ, aided by the
patience and the faith of the Saints, who keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus. 'The empires of the world shall rise and
fall before the advance of the hosts of the Lord.
Jerusalem and Babylon shall fall, and the Angels
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shall sing : ““ Thou art just, O Lord, who
and yvho wast, the Hgly one, becailse Tl?g&
hast judged these things.” So is the history of
the world described in its great scenes, and we
come to the end of all. The City of God is
on th(‘i‘ horizon, and we see the heavens opened
And .behold a white horse, and He that sat
upon him was called faithful and true, and with
Justice doth He judge and fight. His eyes were
as a flame of fire, and on His head were many
diadems, and He had a Name written, which no
man knoweth but Himself : He was clothed
with a garment sprinkled with blood, and His
Name is called the Word of God : and He hath
on His garment and on His thigh written : King
of kings, and Lord of lords.”  And His invita-
tion goes forth: “ Come, gather yourselves
together to the great supper of God.”’—Such
is the conclusion of the story of this great Book,
summarised in its last sixteen verses. It has
been told for us in great part in language from
the writings of the Prophets, for they too saw in
vision ““ the things that must be done hereafter.”
A short description of the City of God now
closes the volume, and to it there is added the
solemn and unique warning of verses 18 and 19
of this chapter, with which we may compare
the words of our Lord, that it is easier for
heaven and earth to pass, than for one tittle of
thc:: lawto fail.” (Lk., xvi, 17 ; cp. Mt., v, 18).
‘ And he said to me ”—so does the epilogue
begin. The speaker is no doubt the Angel of
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xxi, 9, 15, and xxii, 1. In the phrase ““ the Lord
God of the spirits of the Prophets * (for which
cp. I Cor,, xiv, 12, 32) we have a good example
of how closely St. John ever associates himself
and his message with the utterances of the
Prophets “ who are from the beginning.”
(Lk., i, 70) And at once we read the words :
“ Behold I come quickly,” repeated in verses
12 and 20 (cp. xvi, 15), which give the tone of
the whole passage, and lead to a felicitation
from our Lord, who, as Fr. Allo maintains, is
now the speaker, already heard in 1, 3, so that
the Book begins and ends with the same words
of warmest praise.

St. John, writing as ever with beautiful
assurance, (Cp. I, 1, 4, 9), now forgets, in his
rapture at what he has seen and heard, the warn-
ing already received in xix, 10, and once more
prostrates himself before the Angel, (cp. Dan.,
ii, 46 ; 3 Kings, xviii, 7; Acts, %, 25, 26) who
again rebukes him, with the sharp admonition :
“"Adore God.” (Cp. Deut., x, 20; Lk, iv,
8). And at once our Lord (as Fr. Allo holds)
takes up the address, in urgent words that show
“ the time to be at hand ”’, and the end of all
things near. ‘‘ In a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye ”, the Judge and Master will arise, and
the door shall be closed, and those outside shall
stand, and knock in vain. (Mt., xxv, 10 ; Lk.,
xiii, 25). Such is the force of the terrible irony
in verse 11, reminding us of our Lord’s words to
the Eleven at the close of His Agony in the
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Garden, when Judas drew nigh: * Slee
now and take your rest.” (Mgk., Xiv, 41,p42y)e
Indeed the evening has come, and in verse 12
the Master of the vineyard pays the labourers
their hire, after they have borne the burden of
the day and the heats. (Mt., xx, 8). The
reward is “according to their works ”’,—the
principle that is maintainéd throughout all
Scrlptu.r.e; (Cp. Job, xxxiv, 11; Is., Ixii, 11 ;
Rom,, ii, 5; Apoc., i, 23). Moreover, “ the
{‘eward 1s with Him ”, (cp. Is., Ixii, 1),
who”knows His sheep, and calleth them by
name, (Jn., %, 14), and thus gives “to every
man ”’ wha’g is his due, so that “ star differeth
from star in glory.” He is “the alpha and
omega ", (great words applied to our Lord only
here), “ the author and finisher of our faith,”
(Heb., xii, 2), “ the beginning and the end ” of
all human history, while His friends are they
““ that wash their robes in the Blood of the
Lamb.” “ Without are dogs and sorcerers ”,
(cp. Ps., lvu}., 7 3 Deut., xxiii, 18 ; Prov., xxvi,
11 ; Mk, vii, 27), “and everyone that loveth
and maketh a lie ”’, (cp. Jer., viii, 10 ; I Jn., 1, 6).
Finally, and most beautifully, does our Lord in
verse 16 reveal Himself as the speaker, and
describes Himself by new phrases, “ as the root
and stock of David,” (cp. v, 5), “ the beginning,
as the end, of the whole economy associated
with the Davidic family ”, *“the bright and
morning star ”, ““ the Orient from on high ”,
(Lk., i, 78), “the day-star to arise in every
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heart ", (2 Pet., i, 19), the Star of Dawn, whose
coming precedes the sunrise of the Day of God.
§0p. Zach., iii, 8 ; wiy z2) ' Ceme,: Come,
Come—come unto Me all ye that labour and
are heavy-laden, and I will refresh you: take
the water of life freely,”—such is the earnest
summons, full of joy and truth—to which may
all make reply : * Come, Lord Jesus.”

Thus do “ we know that, if the earthly house
of this habitation be dissolved, we have a build-
ing of God, a House not made with hands,
Eternal in Heaven.” (I Cor., v, 1). There
“ thou shalt have no more the sun for thy light
by day, neither shall the brightness of the moon
enlighten thee : but the Lord shall be unto thee
for an Everlasting Light, and thy God for thy
glory. Thy sun shall go down no more, and
thy moon shall not decrease, for the Lord shall
be unto thee for an Everlasting Light, and the
days of thy mourning shall be ended. Thy
people shall be all just, they shall inherit the
Land for ever, the branch of My planting, the
work of My hand to glorify Me. The least
shall become a thousand, and a little one a most
strong nation. I the Lord will suddenly do
this thing in its time ”’ (Is., Ix, 19-22). So shall
we come to Mount Sion, and to the City of the
Living God, the Heavenly Jerusalem, and to
the Company of many thousands of Angels,
and to the Church of the Firstborn who are
written in the Heavens, and to God, the Judge
of all, and to the Spirits of the Just made perfect,
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and to Jesus, the Mediator of the New Testa-
ment, and to the sprinkling of Blood which
speaketh better than that of Abel.” (Heb.,
xii, 22-24). So shall be fulfilled the desire of
the Sacred Heart on our behalf ; “ I go to pre-
pare a Place for you: I will come again, and
will take you to Myself, that where I am, you
also may be.” ‘ Father, I will that where I
am, they also whom Thou hast given Me ma
be with Me, that they may see My Glory WhiCK
Thou hast given Me, because Thou hast loved
Me before the foundation of the world.” (Jn.,
Xiv, 2 ; Xvii, 24).




